STATE OF WASHINGTON

STATE BUILDING CODE COUNCIL

1. State Building Code to be Amended:
International Building Code

ICC ANSI A117.1 Accessibility Code
International Existing Building Code
International Residential Code
International Fire Code

Uniform Plumbing Code

LOXOOU

Section(s): WAC 51-51-0302
Title: Fire-resistant construction

[ ] International Mechanical Code

[ ] International Fuel Gas Code

[ ] NFPA 54 National Fuel Gas Code

[ ] NFPA 58 Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code
[ ] Wildland Urban Interface Code

For the Washington State Energy Code, please
see specialized energy code forms

2. Proponent Name (Specific local government, organization or individual):

Proponent: IRC TAG
Title: TAG
Date: 12/12/2018

3. Designated Contact Person:
Name: Richard Brown

Title: Managing Director of the SBCC
Address: Olympia, WA

Office Phone: (360) 407-9277
Cell: ()
E-Mail address: richard.brown@des.wa.gov

January 14, 2019


https://fortress.wa.gov/es/apps/sbcc/Page.aspx?nid=55

4. Proposed Code Amendment.

Code(s): WAC 51-51-0302 Section(s) Fire-resistant construction

Amend section to read as follows:

WAC 51-51-0302
Section R302—Fire-resistant construction.

R302.2.1 Continuity. The fire-resistance-rated wall or assembly separating townhouses shall be
continuous from the foundation to the underside of the roof sheathing, deck or slab. The fire-resistance
rating shall extend the full length of the wall or assembly, including wall extensions through and
separating attached enclosed accessory structures.

Where a story extends beyond the exterior wall of a story below:

1. The fire-resistance-rated wall or assembly shall extend to the outside edge of the upper story
(see Figure R302.2(1)); or

2. The underside of the exposed floor-ceiling assembly shall be protected as required for
projections in Section R302 (see Figure R302.2(2)).
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FIGURE R302.2(1)
EXTENDED TOWNHOUSE SEPARATION WALL
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FIGURE R302.2(2)
TOWNHOUSE SEPARATION OVERHANG PROTECTION

R302.2.4 Structural independence. Each individual townhouse shall be structurally independent.
EXCEPTIONS: 1. Foundation supporting exterior walls or common walls.
2. Structural roof and wall sheathing from each unit may be fastened to the common wall framing.
3. Nonstructural wall and roof coverings.
4. Flashing at termination of roof covering over common wall.
5. Townhouses separated by a common wall as provided in Section R302.2, Item 1 or 2.
6. Floor sheathing may fasten to the floor framing of both units.

R302.3.1 Supporting construction. When floor assemblies are required to be fire-resistance rated by Section

R302.3, the supporting construction of such assemblies shall have an equal or greater fire-resistance rating.
EXCEPTION: The supporting construction is not required to be fire-resistance rated where automatic fire sprinklers are installed in accordance with
Appendix Q in both dwelling units.

R302.13 Fire protection of floors. Floor assemblies that are not required elsewhere in this code to be fire-
resistance rated, shall be provided with a 1/2-inch (12.7 mm) gypsum wallboard membrane, 5/8-inch (16 mm)
wood structural panel membrane, or equivalent on the underside of the floor framing member. Penetrations or



openings for ducts, vents, electrical outlets, lighting, devices, luminaires, wires, speakers, drainage, piping and

similar openings or penetrations shall be permitted.

EXCEPTIONS: 1. Floor assemblies located directly over a space protected by an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Appendix Q, NFPA 13D, or
other approved equivalent sprinkler system.
2. Floor assemblies located directly over a crawl space not intended for storage or fuel-fired appliances.
3. Portions of floor assemblies shall be permitted to be unprotected when complying with the following:
3.1. The aggregate area of the unprotected portions shall not exceed 80 square feet per story.
3.2. Fire blocking in accordance with Section R302.11.1 is installed along the perimeter of the unprotected portion to separate the
unprotected portion from the remainder of the floor assembly.
4. Wood floor assemblies using dimensional lumber or structural composite lumber with a cross sectional area equal to or greater than 2-inch
by 10-inch nominal dimension, or other approved floor assemblies demonstrating equivalent fire performance.

5. Briefly explain your proposed amendment, including the purpose, benefits and problems
addressed.

*kk

6. Specify what criteria this proposal meets. You may select more than one.
[ ] The amendment is needed to address a critical life/safety need.
[ ] The amendment clarifies the intent or application of the code.
[ ] The amendment is needed to address a specific state policy or statute.
X] The amendment is needed for consistency with state or federal regulations.
[ ] The amendment is needed to address a unique character of the state.
[ ] The amendment corrects errors and omissions.

7. lIs there an economic impact: [ | Yes X] No
Explain:

Please send your completed proposal to: sbcc@des.wa.gov

All questions must be answered to be considered complete. Incomplete proposals will not be
accepted.
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