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WASHINGTON STATE BUILDING CODE COUNCIL 

 APPLICATION FOR REVIEW OF A PROPOSED LOCAL AMENDMENT 
 TO THE WASHINGTON STATE BUILDING CODE 
 
1.  State Building Code to be Amended. 

[   ]  International Building Code   [ X ]  International Residential Code  

[   ]  International Mechanical Code   [   ]  International Fire Code   
[   ]  Uniform Plumbing Code    [   ]  ICC ANSI A117.1 Accessibility Code   
[   ]  International Fuel Gas Code   [   ]  NFPA 54 National Fuel Gas Code 

 [   ]  NFPA 58 Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code [   ]  State Energy Code 

  

  Section   __ P2904.1.1_________________  Page ____638-639_________________ 
 
 
2.  Type of Local Amendment 
 [   ]  Preproposal  [X]  Final Adoption  [   ]  Reconsideration 
 
 
3.  Applicant: 
 
 ____ Larry Merrell ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
4.  Local Jurisdiction Adoption  
 
 Resolution_#7273  ________________   __ February 23, 2021__________________ 
 Ordinance or Resolution No.    Date Adopted 
 
 
5.  Signed: 
 
 __________________________________   City Manager___         _____________  
 Chief Executive Officer  Title Date 
 
 Approved as to Form: ________________________ 
    City Attorney 
6.  Contact Person: 
 
 _ Larry Merrell ____________________   _ Building Official__  
 Name              Title 
   Address: _601 4th Avenue E_________ 
   _Olympia Washington 98501 
 
 Phone:   (360) 753-8347__________  Fax:  N/A  
 E-mail:  _lmerrell@ci.olympia.wa.us_______________ 
 

04/02/2021



7.  Proposed Code Amendment (Underline all added words, strike through deleted words) Additional pages 
may be attached. 

 
  Code _2018 IRC    Section _ P2904.1.1_________   Page 638-639______ 
 
 
  Amend section to read as follows: 
 
2.International Residential Code Adopted. 
The 2018 Edition of the International Residential Code, hereafter IRC, as published by the International 
Code Council, Inc. (ICC), as adopted by the State Building Code Council in Chapter 51-51 WAC (excluding 
Chapter 1, Section Rll2, Board of Appeals, Chapter 11, and Chapters 25 through 43), except that Chapter 
25, Section P2904 is adopted and the following Appendices are hereby adopted:  
Appendix F Passive Radon Gas Controls  
Appendix Q, Tiny Houses  
Appendix U, Dwelling Unit Fire Sprinkler Systems. with the following amendment: 
 Section P2904.1.1 Required sprinkler locations. Sprinklers shall be installed to protect all areas of a 
dwelling unit.  
Exceptions. The following do not require sprinklers:  

1. Uninhabitable attics, crawl spaces and normally unoccupied concealed spaces that do not contain fuel-
fired appliances do not require sprinklers. In uninhabitable attics. crawl spaces and normally unoccupied 
concealed spaces that contain fuel-fired equipment. a sprinkler must be installed above the equipment; 
however, sprinklers are not required in the remainder of the space. 

2. Clothes closets, linen closets and pantries not exceeding 24 square feet (2.2 m2) in area, with the 
smallest dimension not greater than 3 feet (915 mm) and having wall and ceiling surfaces of gypsum 
board. 

3. Bathrooms not more than 55 square feet (5.1 m2) in area. 
4. Garages: carports: exterior porches: unheated entry areas, such as mud rooms, that are adjacent to an 

exterior door: and similar areas. 
5. Detached garage conversions to accessory dwelling units and detached accessory dwelling units with 

utilities served by an existing single family residence that does not have an existing sprinkler system.  
Appendix V, Fire Sprinklers 
 
8.  Background information on amendment. 
     Local government residential amendments submitted to the Council for approval should be based on: 

(1) Climatic conditions unique to the jurisdiction. 
(2) Geologic or seismic conditions unique to the jurisdiction. 
(3) Environmental impacts, such as noise, dust, etc., unique to the jurisdiction. 
(4) Life, health or safety conditions unique to the jurisdiction. 
(5) Other special conditions unique to the jurisdiction. 

 
The amendment has been adopted by our local government for local implementation and enforcement, and only 

effects single and multifamily buildings as defined by RCW 19.27.015, it is a local government 
residential amendment. 

 
(5)  Other special conditions unique to the jurisdiction:  Existing water supply system enfrastructure throughout many 

Olympia neighborhoods are a maximum ¾” meters and supply lines.  
 
The City of Olympia voted and approved the sprinkler ordinance July 1st of 2014. While enforcing the 
ordinance, unintended consequences developed. The increased housing density drove demand for accessory 
dwelling units. The cost to sprinkle an accessory dwelling unit on a lot with an unsprinkled home became cost 
prohibitive. The water utility infrastructure from the municipal water supply to the house in many 
circumstances would be required to be increased to reach adequate water flow for the accessory dwelling unit 



sprinkler system.  The service line from the municipal supply to the meter, meter, and service to the house 
would have to be upsized which would realize a substantial increase in the cost of construction. The Fire 
Marshal proposes that accessory dwelling units will only be sprinkled if the existing home is sprinkled. It will 
lengthen the point of which the City of Olympia will be fully protected by sprinklers but is consistent with the 
amendments the State of California enacted. Please see attached California accessory dwelling unit sprinkler 
PDF  Be it known the only amendment to the 2014 residential sprinkler ordinance is “Exception C” which 
specifically excludes Accessory Dwelling Unit’s from the sprinkler requirement if the existing home is not 
sprinkled.” All other language is original from the 2014 Council approved sprinkler ordinance.  …



 INSTRUCTIONS 
 

1. Check the code or codes for which amendments are being proposed. 

2. If only Council review and comment are requested, it is a pre-proposal amendment.  If the amendment is 
being proposed for implementation statewide, it is a statewide amendment.  If the amendment has been 
adopted by a local government for local implementation and enforcement, and only effects single and 
multifamily buildings as defined by RCW 19.27.015, it is a local government residential amendment.  If 
the amendment has been rejected by the Council, it is for reconsideration. 

3. Provide the name of the local government, organization, or individual proposing the code change. 

4. Ordinance or resolution number and date official action was taken for local government residential 
amendment.  Amendments affecting 1-4 unit residential buildings should be adopted contingent upon 
approval by the State Building Code Council. 

5. When the application is for approval of a local amendment, it shall be signed by the Chief Executive  
Officer of a city or county, City Mayor, Chair of County Board of Commissioners, or County Executive. 

6. Provide the name, address, and phone number of the contact person designated to work with the Council 
and staff to supply information on the proposed changes as needed.  

7. The specific section for which an amendment is proposed should be listed.  The entire section should be 
reproduced, including the proposed amendatory language.   

 All added words should be underlined, all deleted words should be struck through.  Any separate new 
sections added should be inserted in the appropriate place in the code in order to continue the established 
numbering system of the code.  If more than one section is proposed for amendment or more than one 
page is needed for reproducing the affected section of the code, additional pages may be attached. 

8. Provide background information on the code amendment to include need or reason for the amendment, as 
well as any other information appropriate to assist the Council in a clear understanding of the issue. 

9. Mail the completed application to: 

  State Building Code Council 
  Post Office Box 42525 
  Olympia, Washington  98504-2525 
  Phone:  (360) 725-2966 
 
 
NOTE:  REPRODUCE THIS FORM AND ADD ADDITIONAL PAGES AS NEEDED. 
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