2021 Washington Wildland-Urban Interface Code
Concise Explanatory Statement
	From/Date
	Position
	Summary
	Council Response

	WABO 9/28/2022 Written Testimony
	Support / Modify
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Request to withdraw Proposal 059, and modify 058 and 060.
	The Council took into consideration the testimony and adopted proposals 058 and 060, as modified. 

	Dana Pieze 9/29/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals, these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse.
	The Council took into consideration the testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Kellen Bond 9/29/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals, these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Gary Redman 9/30/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Allen Ketelsen 10/3/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Kevin Russell 10/3/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Stasie Pike 
10/3/2022
Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Corey Watson 10/4/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Cory Luttermoser 10/4/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	James Mayther 10/4/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Karyn Kline 10/4/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Mark Hedin 10/4/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Andrea Smith 10/5/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): No Legislative mandate to adopt the full body of the code. DNR Mapping incomplete, and not accurate to an individual parcel scale. No Cost benefit analysis done. Proposal is incomplete. Compliance would add 31k-41k to initial cost of building a home.
	The State Building Code Council moved forward with the adoption of the 2021 WUI Code. The Council’s position is that Chapter 19.27 RCW provides the Council authority to adopt the full WUI Code. In 2018, the Legislature passed Engrossed Senate Substitute Bill (ESSB) 6109. Subsection 1(4) of ESSB 6109, codified at RCW 19.27.031(4), expressly adopts the specific portions of the ICC model WUI code that are listed in RCW 19.27.560(1) as a part of the state building code. Separately, RCW 19.27.074(1)(a) requires the Council to adopt and maintain the codes referenced in RCW 19.27.031. RCW 19.27.074(1)(a) also authorizes the Council to “amend the codes as deemed appropriate by the Council.” Further, RCW 19.27.560(3) provides that, “[i]n adopting and maintaining the [WUI] code, any amendment to the code as adopted [by the Council] may not result in an International Wildland Urban Interface Code that is more than the minimum performance standards and requirements contained in the published model code.” The Council deemed it appropriate to adopt the full WUI Code, and its amendment of the specific minimum requirements of the WUI Code established in RCW 19.27.560(1) is therefore authorized by RCW 19.27.074(1)(a). In addition, the Council’s adoption of the full code complies with RCW 19.27.560(3) because the amendments do not result in a state WUI Code that is more than the minimum performance standards and requirements contained in the ICC model code.



	Casey French 10/5/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Kane Fenner 10/5/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Mescha Manietta 10/5/2022 Written Testimony 
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Jerad Rains 10/5/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Ray Klein 10/5/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Justin Nimick 10/11/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): This code package would increase the upfront cost of a new home or remodel by a minimum of $24,070 and price-out 52,954 families from homeownership.
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Mark Barton 10/11/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): The Wildland Urban Interface Code places arbitrary limits on where homes can be built and further limits available space to build.
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Jeff Philipps 10/11/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): This code package would increase the up-front cost of a new home by a minimum of $24,070 and price out 52,954 families from homeownership
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Kevin Smith 10/11/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): This code package would increase the up-front cost of a new home by a minimum of $24,070 and price out 52,954 families from homeownership.
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Deborah Barbee 10/13/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): I am deeply concerned about the proposed building code updates that would make it more expensive and difficult for Washingtonians to buy homes.
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Mark Jung 10/14/2022 Written Testimony
	Support
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): A Washington WUIC is needed immediately. As development in wildland interface areas has accelerated, our climate has become warmer and drier, causing interface areas to be more hazardous than ever before. The Legislature recognized this in 2018 and passed legislation leading to RCW 19.27.560. The RCW requires minimum wildfire resilience features for new structures and minimum access provisions for new development in the WUI.
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	WA Realtors 10/14/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony submitted asserts that the Technical Advisory Group did not have sufficient time to vet proposal.  Mapping tool is not detailed enough. We believe the Council would exceed the authority granted by the Legislature should the code proposal be adopted.
	The State Building Code Council moved forward with the adoption of the 2021 WUI Code. The Council’s position is that Chapter 19.27 RCW provides the Council authority to adopt the full WUI Code. In 2018, the Legislature passed Engrossed Senate Substitute Bill (ESSB) 6109. Subsection 1(4) of ESSB 6109, codified at RCW 19.27.031(4), expressly adopts the specific portions of the ICC model WUI code that are listed in RCW 19.27.560(1) as a part of the state building code. Separately, RCW 19.27.074(1)(a) requires the Council to adopt and maintain the codes referenced in RCW 19.27.031. RCW 19.27.074(1)(a) also authorizes the Council to “amend the codes as deemed appropriate by the Council.” Further, RCW 19.27.560(3) provides that, “[i]n adopting and maintaining the [WUI] code, any amendment to the code as adopted [by the Council] may not result in an International Wildland Urban Interface Code that is more than the minimum performance standards and requirements contained in the published model code.” The Council deemed it appropriate to adopt the full WUI Code, and its amendment of the specific minimum requirements of the WUI Code established in RCW 19.27.560(1) is therefore authorized by RCW 19.27.074(1)(a). In addition, the Council’s adoption of the full code complies with RCW 19.27.560(3) because the amendments do not result in a state WUI Code that is more than the minimum performance standards and requirements contained in the ICC model code.



	Randall King 10/3/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony submitted posits that the code package would increase the upfront cost of a new home or remodel by a minimum of $24,070 and price-out 52,954 families from homeownership.
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Jerry Bird 10/4/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony submitted posits that the code package would increase the upfront cost of a new home or remodel by a minimum of $24,070 and price-out 52,954 families from homeownership.
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Wendy Nearhoff 10/5/222 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony submitted posits that the code package would increase the upfront cost of a new home or remodel by a minimum of $24,070 and price-out 52,954 families from homeownership.
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Jerry Bird 10/4/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Steve Yester 10/13/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony submitted posits that the code package would increase the upfront cost of a new home or remodel by a minimum of $24,070 and price-out 52,954 families from homeownership.
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Caleb Stapp 10/13/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony delivered “I am deeply concerned about the proposed building code updates that would make it more expensive and difficult for Washingtonians to buy homes.”
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Andrea Smith 10/14/2022 Written Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony asserts that along with other code proposals these code proposals will increase the cost to build a new home and make housing affordability worse
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. However, no changes to the initial proposals were made as a result of this testimony.

	Andrea Smith BIAW 9/30/2022 Oral Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony given calls into questions whether the State Building Code Council has the Legislative mandate to adopt the full body of the code. DNR Mapping incomplete, and not accurate to an individual parcel scale. No Cost benefit analysis done. Proposal is incomplete. Compliance would add 31k-41k to initial cost of building a home.
	The State Building Code Council moved forward with the adoption of the 2021 WUI Code. The Council’s position is that Chapter 19.27 RCW provides the Council authority to adopt the full WUI Code. In 2018, the Legislature passed Engrossed Senate Substitute Bill (ESSB) 6109. Subsection 1(4) of ESSB 6109, codified at RCW 19.27.031(4), expressly adopts the specific portions of the ICC model WUI code that are listed in RCW 19.27.560(1) as a part of the state building code. Separately, RCW 19.27.074(1)(a) requires the Council to adopt and maintain the codes referenced in RCW 19.27.031. RCW 19.27.074(1)(a) also authorizes the Council to “amend the codes as deemed appropriate by the Council.” Further, RCW 19.27.560(3) provides that, “[i]n adopting and maintaining the [WUI] code, any amendment to the code as adopted [by the Council] may not result in an International Wildland Urban Interface Code that is more than the minimum performance standards and requirements contained in the published model code.” The Council deemed it appropriate to adopt the full WUI Code, and its amendment of the specific minimum requirements of the WUI Code established in RCW 19.27.560(1) is therefore authorized by RCW 19.27.074(1)(a). In addition, the Council’s adoption of the full code complies with RCW 19.27.560(3) because the amendments do not result in a state WUI Code that is more than the minimum performance standards and requirements contained in the ICC model code.



	Chris Edmark 9/30/2022 Oral Testimony
	Oppose
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Testimony given states that speaker is in agreement with a previous speaker, Andrea Smith
	The State Building Code Council moved forward with the adoption of the 2021 WUI Code. The Council’s position is that Chapter 19.27 RCW provides the Council authority to adopt the full WUI Code. In 2018, the Legislature passed Engrossed Senate Substitute Bill (ESSB) 6109. Subsection 1(4) of ESSB 6109, codified at RCW 19.27.031(4), expressly adopts the specific portions of the ICC model WUI code that are listed in RCW 19.27.560(1) as a part of the state building code. Separately, RCW 19.27.074(1)(a) requires the Council to adopt and maintain the codes referenced in RCW 19.27.031. RCW 19.27.074(1)(a) also authorizes the Council to “amend the codes as deemed appropriate by the Council.” Further, RCW 19.27.560(3) provides that, “[i]n adopting and maintaining the [WUI] code, any amendment to the code as adopted [by the Council] may not result in an International Wildland Urban Interface Code that is more than the minimum performance standards and requirements contained in the published model code.” The Council deemed it appropriate to adopt the full WUI Code, and its amendment of the specific minimum requirements of the WUI Code established in RCW 19.27.560(1) is therefore authorized by RCW 19.27.074(1)(a). In addition, the Council’s adoption of the full code complies with RCW 19.27.560(3) because the amendments do not result in a state WUI Code that is more than the minimum performance standards and requirements contained in the ICC model code.



	Micah Chappell 10/14/2022 Oral Testimony
	Support / Modify
	All WUI Code Sections (Proposals 21-GP2-058, 21-GP2-059, and 21-GP2-060): Request to withdraw proposal 059 and adopt proposals 058 and 060.  SBCC has authority to adopt and amend this code.
	The Council took into consideration the commenter’s testimony and discussed the concerns. The language for Section 302.2 in proposal 060 is used instead of the language from proposal 059.

	Important Documents and Links:

Initial Submittal – CR-102 with Proposals
CR-103: 2021 WAWUIC as adopted by the SBCC on November 18, 2022
2021 WAWUIC Public Testimony Summary
2021 WAWUIC Public Hearing 09/30/2022
2021 WAWUIC Public Hearing 10/14/2022
2021 WAWUIC Written Testimony 
Council Meeting November 18, 2022 – https://youtu.be/3HvjN23OVvY


	






Changes from proposed (CR-102) to adopted (CR-103) version
	WAC
	Section
	Change
	Rationale/Discussion

	51-55-0200
	Chapter 2
	Adds Definition: “High-Density Vegetation Area.”
	The addition of this definition allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	51-55-0200
	Chapter 2
	Adds Definition: “Washington Wildland Urban Interface Map.”
	The addition of this definition allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	51-55-0300
	301
	Adds Section 301: “General.” 
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	301.1
	Adds Section 301.1: “Scope.”
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	301.2
	Adds Section 301.2: “Construction in wildland-urban interface or intermix areas.”
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	301.3
	Adds Section 301.3: “Construction in wildland areas.”
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.1
	Replaces Section 302.1 “Declaration” with Section 302.1 “General.”
	The alteration of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.2 
	Replaces the text in Section 302.2 with the following: “The applicable wildland urban interface designation shall be based on a finding of fact. The finding of fact shall comply with the provisions of Appendix E or is permitted to be based on the worksheet and procedures in Section 302.3.”
	The alteration of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.2.1
	Removes Section 302.2.1.
	The removal of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	Table 302.2.1
	Removes Table 302.2.1
	The removal of this table allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	Table 302.2.1(b)
	Removes Table 302.2.1(b)
	The removal of this table allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.2
	Removes Option 2 for Section 302.2: “Table/Worksheet”
	The removal of this section / table allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.3
	Replaces Section 302.3 “Mapping” with Section 302.3 “Simplified wildland urban interface designation worksheet.”
	The replacement of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.3.1
	Adds Section “302.3.1 Area to be evaluated.”
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.3.2
	Adds Section “302.3.2 Structure density category.”
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.3.3
	Adds Section “302.3.3 Vegetation density category.”
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.3.4
	Adds Section “302.3.4 Proximity category.”
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.3.5
	Adds Section “302.3.5 WUIC applicability.”
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.3.6
	Adds Section “302.3.6 Wildland urban interface designation.”
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.3.6.1
	Adds Section “302.3.6.1 Intermix designation.”
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	302.3.6.2
	Adds Section “302.6.2 Interface designation.”
	The addition of this section allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	Figure 302(1)
	Adds Figure “302(1) Outline of simplified procedure for determining wildland interface designation.”
	The addition of this figure allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.

	
	Figure 302(2)
	Adds Figure “302(2) Worksheet for simplified procedure for determining wildland interface designation.”
	The addition of this figure allows the end user to navigate more effectively the process of application and enforcement.
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