
2024 IEBC Significant Changes Report

2024 Code Section Title or Subject Reviewer Comments
Cost

Yes/No
Amend Needed

Yes/No TAG Comments/Recommendations

306.2.1 Prohibited reduction in 
accessibility

Model code changes in Section 306.2.1 add 
“additions” to the criteria for work that is 
prohibited to decrease the accessibility of the 
building, facility, or element, and therefore may 
increase design/construction costs.

Increase No  

306.7.15 Adult changing stations Addition to model code may increase design and 
construction costs

Increase No

 308.1 Carbon monoxide detection Removes requirement to have carbon monoxide 
detectors in each sleeping in I2 occupancy 
buildings, thus cost savings for construction

Decrease No

2024 International Existing Building Code Significant Changes Report

No Significant Changes
02 Definitions

01 Scope and Administration

No Significant Changes
03 Provisions for all compliance methods
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401.4 Demolition and replacement This WAC amendment requires compliance with 
building code provisions for new construction for 
buildings that are "effectively demolished" and 
repaired. Even building with substantial structural 
damage as defined in Chapter 2 are allowed to be 
repaired per Section 405 Structural, therefore this 
change could have increased cost for 
construction. Note that "effectively demolished" 
is not defined in the IEBC, so how does one 
determine if the building was "effectively 
demolished" or not? Also, "or where the intended 
method of repair is demolition and replacement" 
also is unclear. Many repairs include demolition 
and replacement, so does any repair where an 
element is demolished and replacmed need to 
comply with provisions for new construction? 
This would negate much of IEBC Section 405 
Structural.

Increase No

406.1 General Model code language change causes increase in 
cost of construction for repair of electrical 
systems. The 2021 model code explicitly allowed 
for electrical systems to be repaired in like-kind. 
New model code language proposed here 
requires electrical system repairs to comply with 
NFPA 70 which does not have provisions for 
repair of existing electrical systems.

Increase No

04 Repairs

05 Prescriptive Complaince Method
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502.1.1 Risk category assignment New model code language added here in Section 
502.1.1 Risk category assignment, may require an 
existing building, to which an addition is being 
added, to change occupancy and risk category, 
and to comply with change of occupancy 
provisions in Section 506. These could result in 
increased cost of construction.

Increase No

503.13 Voluntary lateral force-resisting 
system alterations

This WAC amendment exempts voluntary lateral 
force-resisting system alterations from complying 
from IBC Section 1609 (Wind) and Section 1613 
(Seismic), instead of the model code language 
which exempts compliance from Section 503. The 
listed requirements 1-4 are the generally the 
same for both. It appears that the model code 
allows a voluntary alteration to enjoy more 
exemptions from requirements than does the 
WAC amendment. In other words, a voluntary 
lateral force-resisting system alteration must 
meet a greater number of requirements under 
the WAC amendment compared to the model 
code language, therefore this change could have 
increased cost for construction.

Increase No See Existing Amendments Report. Incorporate New 
Model Language into WA amendment.
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702.5

Replacement window for 
emergency escape and rescue 
openings

Language already in 2021 IEBC "The replacement 
window shall be permitted to be of the same 
operating style as the existing window or a style 
that provides for an equal or greater window 
opening area than the existing window." No No

705.1 General
Align with 2024 IBC new code section 1608.3 
Ponding instability and 1611.2 Ponding instability No No

07 Alterations--Level 1 

06 Classification of Work 
No Significant Changes
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705.2 Roof replacement New language added, clarify roof replacement 
requirements when existing self-adhered 
underlayment is involved No No
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803.2.2 Automatic sprinkler systems Editorial change, clarification. No No

803.4.3 Installation  New language: 803.4.3InstallaƟon. Where a fire 
alarm system is required to be installed in 
accordance with Sections 803.4.1 or 803.4.2, the 
fire alarm system shall be installed in accordance 
with the provisions of this code, Section 907 of 
the International Building Code and NFPA 72.

Yes No

805.3 Existing structural elements 
resisting lateral loads

New language added in the section Yes No

08 Alterations--Level 2
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902.2 Conditions for I-1 occupancies New section Yes No

902.3 Ambulatory care facilities New section Yes No

904.1.3 Upholstered Furniture or 
Mattresses

Correlation between IFC Needed No Yes IBC and IFC contain identical language, IEBC needs to be 
updated to avoid conflict.

904.1.8 Supervision and alarms New section Yes No

09 Alterations--Level 3
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908 EMERGENCY RESPONDER 
COMMUNICATIONS 
ENHANCEMENT SYSTEM 
COVERAGE

New section Yes No

1002.3 Change of occupancy in health 
care

New exception for I-1 occupancy No No

1011.2 Fire protection systems New section 1011.2.1.1 Nonrequired automatic 
sprinkler systems. Clarify requirements for non-
required automatic sprinkler systems; option to 
remove with approval of code official.

No No

1011.5 Means of egress, general New exception for I occupancy No No

10 Change of Occupancy
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1011.6.1 Height and area for change to a 
higher-hazard category

New exception Decrease No

1101 GENERAL
New section 1101.3 Risk category assignment and 
1101.6 Smoke barriers in Group I-1, Condition 2 No

No

1102.3 Fire protection systems

Added exception: Nonoccupiable appendages, 
such as elevator and exit stairway shafts, shall be 
permitted beyond that permitted by the 
International Building Code. Decrease

No

11 Additions
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1103.2 Lateral force-resisting system New language added in the section No No

No Significant Changes in I-Codes.  Correlation of UPC Standards would be a helpful addition to the WA I-Code amendments.

No Significant Changes 
15 Construction Safeguards

16 Referenced Standards

No Significant Changes 
14 Relocated or Moved Buildings

No Significant Changes 

No Significant Changes 
13 Performance Complaince Methods

12 Historic Buildings
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