
 

2024 UPC Model Code Changes  

Summary Do not adopt change:  Adopt change:  
Adopt change with 
amendment:      

       May include renumbering or integration of existing amendment 

Last Updated: 12/23/24 

Red text = State amendment 

Blue text = Model code change 

 = Significant change 

 

 

Existing 
State 

Amendm
ent 

Title or Subject 
2021 UPC 

# 
2024 UPC # Summary 

2024 Staff 
Recommendation 

2024 TAG Member 
Recommendation 

Other Comments 

Chapter 1 Administration 

 
Construction Documents 104.3.1 104.3.1 Example Title Accept Change  

No additional 

comments.  

 Example summary of the code change. 

Accept 

Change  
Accept Change  with 

amendment 

No 

additional 

comments. 
104.4.5 Editorial Accept Change   

Potential Code 
Change Steve Hart 

 104.4.5 Suspension or Revocation. The Authority Having Jurisdiction shall be permitted to, in writing with written notification, suspend or revoke a permit issued under the 

provisions of this code where the permit is issued in error or on the basis of incorrect information supplied or in violation of other ordinance or regulation of the jurisdiction. 

Chapter 2 Definitions 

 Definition  (N/A) 203.0 New definition  Accept Change   Check IFGC  

Anodeless Riser. An assembly of steel-cased plastic pipe used to make the transition between plastic piping installed underground and metallic piping installed aboveground. 
[NFPA 54:3.3.3] 

Definition 203.0 203.0 Updated definition  Accept Change   Check IFGC  

Appliance. A device that utilizes fuel or electricity as an energy source to produce light, heat, power, refrigeration, or air conditioning, or compressed 

fuel gas. This definition also shall include a includes vented decorative appliances and electric storage or tankless water heaters. 
 

Definition (N/A) 204.0 New definition Accept Change    

Body Spray. A shower device for spraying water onto a bather from other than the overhead position. 

Definition 204.0 204.0 Updated definition Accept Change    

Bonding Conductor or Jumper. A reliable conductor to ensure the required electrical conductivity between metal parts required to be electrically connected. [NFPA 70:100 

(Part I)] 
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State 

Amendm
ent 

Title or Subject 
2021 UPC 

# 
2024 UPC # Summary 

2024 Staff 
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Recommendation 

Other Comments 

 Definition 205.0 205.0 Updated definition Accept Change   Check IFGC  

Chimney, Metal. A chimney constructed of metal with a minimum thickness not less than 0.127 inches (3.23 mm) (No. 10 manufacturerôs standard gauge) steel sheet. A 

field-constructed chimney of metal. [NFPA 54:3.3.18.4] 

Definition 205.0 205.0 Updated definition Accept Change    

Confined Space. A room or space having a volume less than 50 cubic feet per 1000 British thermal units per hour (Btu/h) (4.83 m3/kW) of the aggregate input rating of all 

fuel-burning appliances installed in that space with limited entrance and egress that is not suitable for inhabitants and not intended for continuous human occupancy. 

Definition 206.0 206.0 Updated definition Accept Change    

Gray Water Diverter Valve Diverter Valve, Gray Water. A valve that directs gray water to the sanitary drainage system or a subsurface irrigation system. 

Definition (N/A) 206.0 New definition Accept Change   WAC 246;275 

Diverter Valve, On-Site Treated Nonpotable Water. A component in the collection system to control inflow and overflow in collection tanks intended for on-site treatment and 

direct beneficial use. 

Definition (N/A) 206.0 New definition Accept Change    

Diverter Valve, Rainwater. A component in commercial rainwater catchment systems to control high inflow and overflow volumes in rainwater storage tanks. 

Definition 207.0 207.0 Updated definition Accept Change    

Essentially Nontoxic Transfer Fluid. Essentially nontoxic at practically nontoxic, Toxicity Rating Class 1 (reference ñClinical Toxicology of Commercial Productsò by 

Gosselin, Smith, Hodge, & Braddock).A fluid generally recognized as safe by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) as food grade. 

Definition 208.0 208.0 Updated definition Accept Change    

Flood-Level Rim. The top edge of a receptor or fixture from which water overflows. 

Definition 209.0 209.0 Updated definition Accept Change   IFGC 

Gas Piping. An installation of pipe, valves, or fittings that are used to convey fuel gas, installed on a premise or in a building, but shall not include:. 

(1) A portion of the service piping. 

(2) An approved piping connection 6 feet (1829 mm) or less in length between an existing gas outlet and a gas appliance in the same room with the outlet.  

Definition 209.0 209.0 Updated definition Accept Change    

Gray Water. Untreated wastewater that has not come into contact with toilet waste, kitchen sink waste, dishwasher waste or similarly contaminated sources. Gray water 
includes wastewater from bathtubs, showers, lavatories, clothes washers, and laundry tubs sinks. Also, known as grey water, graywater, and greywater. 

Definition 212.0 212.0 Updated definition Accept Change    

Heat-Fusion Weld Joints Joint, Heat-Fusion. A joint used in some thermoplastic systems to connect the pipe to fittings or pipe lengths directly to one another (butt-fusion). 

This method of joining pipe to fittings includes socket-fusion, electro-fusion, and saddle-fusion. This method of welding involves the application of heat and pressure to the 

components, allowing them to fuse together forming a bond between the pipe and fitting.  
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Definition 215.0 215.0 Updated definition Accept Change    

 
Medical Air. For the purposes of this code, medical air is air supplied from cylinders, bulk containers, or medical air compressors, or reconstituted from oxygen USP and oil-

free, dry nitrogen NF. [NFPA 99:3.3.96 106] 

Definition 215.0 215.0 New Definition  Accept Change    

Mid-Story Guide. A support designed to keep piping in alignment, located mid-way between floors or a floor and ceiling. 

Definition 222.0 222.0 New Definition  Accept Change    

Valve, Balancing. A valve that regulates and controls the return of water to the water heater in a recirculating hot water piping system. 

Definition 222.0 222.0 Updated Definition Accept Change   IFGC 

Vent Connector, Gas. That portion of a gas venting system that connects a listed gas appliance beginning at the draft hood or flue collar to a gas vent and is installed within 

the space or area in which the appliance is located. 

Definition 222.0 222.0 New Definition  Accept Change   IFGC 

Vented Appliance. 

Category I Vented Appliance. An appliance that operates with a nonpositive vent static pressure and with a vent gas temperature that avoids excessive condensate 

production in the vent. [NFPA 54:3.3.4.10.1] 

Category II Vented Appliance. An appliance that operates with a nonpositive vent static pressure and with a vent gas temperature that can cause excessive condensate 

production in the vent. [NFPA 54:3.3.4.10.2] 

Category III Vented Appliance. An appliance that operates with a positive vent static pressure and with a vent gas temperature that avoids excessive condensate 

production in the vent. [NFPA 54:3.3.4.10.3] 

Category IV Vented Appliance. An appliance that operates with a positive vent static pressure and with a vent gas temperature that can cause excessive condensate 

production in the vent. [NFPA 54:3.3.4.10.4] 

51-56-
0200 

Definition 225.0 225.0 New Definition  Accept Change    

Water Heater, Dual Purpose. An appliance intended to be a heat source for both space heating and domestic hot water applications. 

51-56-
0200 

Definition 225.0 225.0 New Definition  Accept Change    

Water Station. A designated location intended to provide access to drinking water through a device or appliance. 

Chapter 3 General Regulations 

 Plastic Pipe, Plastic Pipe 
Fittings, and Components 

301.2.3 301.2.3 Updated Reference location Accept Change    

301.2.3 Plastic Pipe, Plastic Pipe Fittings, and Components. Plastic pipe, plastic pipe fittings, and components other than those for gas shall comply with NSF/ANSI 14. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=51-56-0200&pdf=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=51-56-0200&pdf=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=51-56-0200&pdf=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=51-56-0200&pdf=true


Existing 
State 
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2024 TAG Member 
Recommendation 

Other Comments 

Tall Wood (Mass Timber) 
Buildings 

(N/A) 301.6 

This segment adds building code 
language on expansion and 
contraction in mass timber buildings, 
ensuring design compliance.  

Accept Change   
Code Change 
Proposal  

301.6 Tall Wood (Mass Timber) Buildings. Plumbing systems installed in tall wood (mass timber) buildings, shall comply with the following: 

(1) Be designed by a licensed plumbing contractor or a registered design professional in accordance with this code and the building code. 

(2) Be designed to accommodate expansion, contraction, and differential movement between parts of a tall wood (mass timber) building in accordance with Section 312.2. 

Prohibited Location 
308.0. 
308.1 

308.0, 308.1 Language edit Accept Change    

308.0 Improper Location Prohibited Locations. 

Fittings 310.1 310.1 
Removed exemption for double hub 
sanitary tapped tee.  

Accept Change    

310.1 Fittings. No double hub fitting, single or double tee branch, single or double tapped tee branch, side inlet quarter bend, running thread, band, or saddle shall be used 

as a drainage fitting, except that a double hub sanitary tapped tee shall be permitted to be used on a vertical line as a fixture connection. 

Female Plastic Connections  (N/A) 310.9 

Female plastic tapered threads canôt 
be used with male metal threads, but 
straight plastic threads are allowed. 

 

Accept Change    

310.9 Female Plastic Connections. Female plastic tapered (NPT) threaded connections shall not be allowed to be used when threaded onto a male metallic connection. 

Exception: Female plastic parallel (straight) threaded connections shall be permitted. 

ABS and PVC Transition Joints (N/A) 310.10 

PVC and ABS pipes can't be glued to 
different materials, except as allowed 
in Section 705.9.4. 

 

Accept Change    

310.10 ABS and PVC Transition Joints. Except as provided in Section 705.9.4, PVC and ABS pipe and fittings shall not be solvent welded to dissimilar material. 

Independent Systems 311.1 311.1 Adding clarifying language.  Accept Change    

311.1 General. The drainage system of each new building and of new work installed in an existing building shall be separate and independent from that of any other building, 

and, where available, every building shall have an independent connection with a public or private sewer. 

Exception: Where one building stands in the rear of another building on an interior lot, and no public or private sewer is available or can be constructed to the rear building 

through an adjoining court, yard, or driveway, the building drain from the front building shall be permitted to be extended to the rear building. 

Protection of Pipping, Tubing. 
Materials, and Structures 

312.0 312.0 Including Tubing pipe Accept Change    

312.0 Protection of Piping, Tubing, Materials, and Structures. 

Commented [BG1]: {ƻƳŜ !IW ŀƭƭ ƻǿ ǘŀǇŜǊŜŘ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ 
ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘ ōŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǇǳǎƘōŀŎƪΦ 
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# 
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Other Comments 

Steel Nail Plates 312.9 312.9 
Clarifying language on piping and 
tubing and adding specification for 
fuel gas piping protection.  

Accept Change  
Striking Last 
Sentence  

 

312.9 Steel Nail Plates. Plastic piping or tubing, and copper or copper alloy piping or tubing penetrating framing members to within 1 inch (25.4 mm) of the exposed framing 

shall be protected by steel nail plates not less than No. 18 gauge (0.0478 inches) (1.2 mm) in thickness. The steel nail plate shall extend along the framing member not less 

than 1-1ù2 inches (38 mm) beyond the outside diameter of the pipe or tubing. Fuel gas piping shall be protected in accordance with Section 1210.4.3. 

Exception: See Section 1210.3.3. 

Hangers, Supports, and 
Anchors. 

313.0 313.0 Adding in reference to Anchors Accept Change    

313.0 Hangers, and Supports and Anchors. 

General 313.1 313.1 
Adding in tubing and Seismic 

restraints.  
Accept Change   

Modify the 

language code 

change proposal 

313.1 General. Piping, tubing, fixtures, appliances, and appurtenances shall be supported in accordance with this code, the manufacturerôs installation instructions, and in 

accordance with the Authority Having Jurisdiction. Seismic restraints shall be in accordance with the building code. 

Material 313.2 313.2 Clarifying language Accept Change   

313.2 Material. Hangers, supports, and anchors shall be of sufficient strength to support the weight of the pipe or tubing and its contents. Piping or tubing shall be isolated 

from incompatible materials. 

Chapter 4 Plumbing Fixtures and Fixture Fittings 

 

Flanged Fixture Connections 402.6 402.6 
Explaining flange location, and how 
carriers shall be attached. 

Accept Change    

402.6 Flanged Fixture Connections. Fixture connections between drainage pipes and water closets, floor outlet service sinks and urinals shall be made by means of 

approved copper alloy, hard lead, ABS, PVC, or iron flanges caulked, soldered, solvent cemented; rubber compression gaskets; or screwed to the drainage pipe. The 

connection shall be bolted with an approved gasket, washer, or setting compound between the fixture and the connection. The bottom of the flange shall be set on an 

approved firm base the top of the finished floor. 

Wall-mounted water closet fixtures shall be securely bolted to an approved carrier fitting. The approved carrier fitting shall be securely attached to the structure. The 

connecting pipe between the carrier fitting and the fixture shall be an approved material and designed to accommodate an adequately sized gasket. Gasket material shall be 

neoprene, felt, or similar approved types. 

Closet Rings (Closet 
Flanges). 

402.6.1 402.6.1 Clarifying language  Accept Change    

402.6.1 Closet Rings (Closet Flanges). Closet rings (closet flanges) for water closets or similar fixtures shall be of an approved type and shall be copper alloy, copper, hard 

lead, cast-iron, galvanized malleable iron, ABS, PVC, or other approved materials. Each such Closet rings (closet flanges) shall be approximately 7 inches (178 mm) in 

diameter and, where installed, shall, together with the soil pipe, present a 11ù2 inch (38 mm) wide flange or face to receive the fixture gasket or closet seal. 

(Remainder unchanged) 



Existing 
State 

Amendm
ent 

Title or Subject 
2021 UPC 

# 
2024 UPC # Summary 

2024 Staff 
Recommendation 

2024 TAG Member 
Recommendation 

Other Comments 

Securing Floor-Mounted, 
Back-Outlet Water Closet 
Bowls. 

402.6.3 402.6.3 
Using specific language for closet 
flange placement.  

Accept Change    

402.6.3 Securing Floor-Mounted, Back-Outlet Water Closet Bowls. Floor-mounted, back-outlet water closet bowls shall be set level with an angle of 90 degrees (1.57 rad) 

between the floor and wall at the centerline of the fixture outlet. The floor and wall shall have a flat mounting surface not less than 5 inches (127 mm) to the right and left of 

the fixture outlet centerline. The closet flange shall be secured to the wall mounting surface. Offset, eccentric, or reducing closet flanges shall not be permitted with these 

fixtures. 

The fixture shall be secured to the wall outlet flange or drainage connection and to the floor by corrosion-resistant screws or bolts. The closet flange shall be secured to a firm 

base. 

Where floor-mounted, back-outlet water closets are used, the soil pipe shall be not less than 3 inches (80 mm) in diameter. Offset, eccentric, or reducing closet flanges shall 

not be used. 

Overflows 404.2 404.2 
Updated language on Overflows and 
separating them in to separate parts 

Accept Change    

404.2. Overflows. Where a fixture is provided with an overflow, the overflow shall comply with Section 404.2.1 or Section 404.2.2. 

Sinks, Lavatories, and 
Bathtubs. 

(N/A) 404.2.1 Introducing Section 404.2.1 Accept Change    

404.2.1 Sinks, Lavatories, and Bathtubs. The waste shall be so arranged that the standing water in the fixture shall not rise in the overflow where the stopper is closed or 

remain in the overflow where the fixture is empty. The overflow pipe from a fixture shall be connected on the house or inlet side of the fixture trap., except that overflow on 
flush tanks shall be permitted to discharge into the water closets or urinals served by them, but it shall be unlawful to connect such overflows with any other part of the 

drainage system. 

Water Closets and Urinals. (N/A) 404.2.2 Introducing Section 404.2.2 Accept Change    

404.2.2 Water Closets and Urinals. except that Overflow on flush tanks shall be permitted to discharge into the water closets or urinals served by them, but it shall be 
unlawful to connect such overflows with any other part of the drainage system. 

Miscellaneous Fixtures 405.3 405.3 Eliminating unneeded language Accept Change    

405.3 Miscellaneous Fixtures. Fixed wooden, or tile wash sinks for domestic use shall not be installed in a building designed or used for human habitation. 

Tileable Shower Receptors  (N/A) 408.2 Rules on Tileable shower Receptors Accept Change    

408.2 Tileable Shower Receptors. Tileable shower receptors and shower kits shall comply with IAPMO PS 106. 

 
Water Consumption 408.2 408.3 Moved location and added flow rate 

Accept Change 
with State 
Amendment 

 
Code Change 
proposal 

 408.3. Water Consumption. Showerheads shall have a maximum flow rate of not more than 2.5 gpm at 80 psi (9.5L/m at 552 kPa). Body sprays shall have a flow 
rate of not more than 2.5 gpm at 80 psi (9.5 L/m at 552 kPa). 
 

 Individual Shower and Tub-
Shower Combination Control 
Valves 

408.3 408.4 Moved location Accept Change    
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2024 Staff 
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408.4 Individual Shower and Tub-Shower Combination Control Valves. Showers and tub-shower combinations shall be provided with individual control valves of the 
pressure balance, thermostatic, or combination pressure balance/thermostatic mixing valve type that provide scald and thermal shock protection for the rated flow rate of the 
installed showerhead. These valves shall be installed at the point of use and comply with ASSE 1016/ASME A112.1016/CSA B125.16 or ASME A112.18.1/CSA B125.1. 

Gang Showers 408.3.1 408.4.1 Moved location Accept Change    

408.4.1 Gang Showers. Where gang showers are supplied with a single temperature-controlled water supply pipe, it shall be controlled by a mixing valve that complies with 
ASSE 1069. 

Temperature Limiting. 408.3.2 408.4.2 Moved location  Accept Change    

408.4.2 Temperature Limiting. The maximum water temperature discharging from an individual showerhead shall be limited to 120ÁF (49ÁC) by one of the following 
methods:  
(1) A shower or tub/shower combination valve conforming to ASSE 1016/ASME A112.1016/CSAB125.16 where either: 
     (a) The valve is field-adjusted to the required maximum temperature, or  
      (b) The handle position, stop, or temperature limiting control is set in accordance with the manufacturerôs instructions to the required maximum temperature. 
(2) For gang showers supplied by a single water supply pipe, a mixing valve that conforms to ASSE 1069 that is field-adjusted to the required maximum temperature. 
 

Temperature-Actuated, Flow-
Reduction 
Devices for Individual 
Fixture Fittings. 

(N/A) 408.4.3 Adding New section about Flow-
Reduction devices 

Accept Change  

  

408.4.3 Temperature-Actuated, Flow-Reduction Devices for Individual Fixture Fittings. Temperature- actuated, flow-reduction devices, where installed for individual 
fixture fittings, shall comply with ASSE 1062. Such devices shall not be used alone as a substitute for the balanced pressure, thermostatic or combination shower valves 
requirements or as a substitute for bathtub or whirlpool tub water temperature-limiting valves requirements. 

Waste Outlet 408.4 408.5 Standard requires Free grate area of 
strainer. If linear must have 
equivalent waterway 

Accept Change  
 See existing 

amendment 

408.5 Waste Outlet. Showers shall have a waste outlet and fixture tailpiece not less than 2 inches (50 mm) in diameter. Fixture tailpieces shall be constructed from the 
materials specified in Section 701.2 for drainage piping. Strainers serving have a waterway at least 
equivalent to the area of the tailpiece. shower drains shall comply with ASME A112.18.2/CSAB125.2. 

Finished Curb or Threshold. 408.5 408.6 This adds minimum depth and time 
requirements for testing the 
installation of a watertight shower 
receptor. 

Accept Change  

  

408.6 Finished Curb or Threshold. Where a shower receptor has a finished dam, curb, or threshold, it shall be not less than 1 inch (25.4 mm) lower than the sides and back 
of such receptor. In no case, shall a dam or threshold be less than 2 inches (51 mm) or exceeding 9 inches (229 mm) in depth where measured from the top of the dam or 
threshold to the top of the drain. Each such receptor shall be provided with a nailing flange either integral or field installed in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation 
instructions. The flange shall be watertight and extend vertically not less than 1 inch (25.4 mm) above the top of the sides of the receptor. The finished floor of the receptor 
shall slope uniformly from the sides towards the drain not less than 1ù8 inch per foot (10.4mm/m), nor more than 1ù2 inch per foot (41.6 mm/m). 

51-56-
0400 

Shower Compartments 408.6 408.7 Detailed language on shower 
compartments.  

Accept Change  

 See and keep 
existing 
amendment for 
item 1 
Code Change 
Proposal  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?dispo=true&cite=51-56&full=true#51-56-001
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?dispo=true&cite=51-56&full=true#51-56-001
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Need to 
update 
amendme
nts to 
new 
numbers 
as this 
one has 
moved 

408.7 Shower Compartments. Shower compartments shall have a finished interior in accordance with the following: 
(1) Not less than 1024 square inches (0.6606 m2). 
(2) Be capable of encompassing a 30 inch (762 mm) circle. 
The minimum required area and dimensions shall be measured at a height equal to the top of the threshold and a point tangent to its centerline. The area and dimensions 
shall be maintained to a point of not less than 70 inches (1778 mm) above the shower drain outlet with no protrusions other than the fixture valve or valves, showerheads, 
soap dishes, shelves, and safety grab bars, or rails. Fold-down seats in accessible shower stalls shall be permitted to protrude into the 30 inch (762 mm) circle. Exceptions: 
(1) Showers that are designed to be in accordance with ICCA117.1. 
(2) The minimum required area and dimension shall not apply for a shower receptor having overall dimensions of not less than 30 inches (762 mm) in width and 60 inches 
(1524 mm) in length. 

 Lining for Showers and 
Receptors 
 

408.7 408.8 Moved Location  
Accept Change  

  

408.8 Lining for Showers and Receptors. Shower receptors built on-site shall be watertight and shall be constructed from approved-type dense, nonabsorbent, and 
noncorrosive materials. Each such receptor shall be adequately reinforced, shall be provided with an approved flanged floor drain designed to make a watertight joint on the 
floor, and shall have smooth, impervious, and durable surfaces. 

Shower receptors shall have the subfloor and rough side of walls to a height of not less than 3 inches (76 mm) above the top of the finished dam or threshold shall be first 
lined with sheet plastic, lead, or copper, or shall be lined with other durable and watertight materials. Showers that are provided with a built in place, permanent seat or 
seating area that is located within the shower enclosure, shall be first lined with sheet plastic, lead, copper, or shall be lined with other durable and watertight materials that 
extend not less than 3 inches (76mm) above horizontal surfaces of the seat or the seating area. 

Lining materials shall be pitched 1ù4 inch per foot (20.8mm/m) to weep holes in the subdrain of a smooth and solidly formed subbase. Such lining materials shall extend 
upward on the rough jambs of the shower opening to a point not less than 3 inches (76 mm) above the horizontal surfaces of the seat or the seating area, the top of the 
finished dam or threshold and shall extend outward over the top of the permanent seat, permanent seating area, or rough threshold and be turned over and fastened on the 
outside face of both the permanent seat, permanent seating area, or rough threshold and the jambs. 

Nonmetallic shower subpans or linings shall be permitted to be built up on the job site of not less than three layers of standard grade 15 pound (6.8 kg) asphalt impregnated 
roofing felt. The bottom layer shall be fitted to the formed subbase and each succeeding layer thoroughly hot-mopped to that below. Corners shall be carefully fitted and shall 
be made strong and watertight by folding or lapping, and each corner shall be reinforced with suitable webbing hot-mopped in place. 

Folds, laps, and reinforcing webbing shall extend not less than 4 inches (102 mm) in all directions from the corner, and webbing shall be of approved type and mesh, 
producing a tensile strength of not less than 50 pounds per square foot (lb/ft2) (244 kg/m2) in either direction. Nonmetallic shower subpans or linings shall be permitted to 
consist of multilayers of other approved equivalent materials suitably reinforced and carefully fitted in place on the job site as elsewhere required in this section. 

Linings shall be properly recessed and fastened to the approved backing so as not to occupy the space required for the wall covering and shall not be nailed or perforated at 
a point that is less than 1 inch (25.4 mm) above the finished dam or threshold. An approved type subdrain shall be installed with a shower subpan or lining. Each such 
subdrain shall be of the type that sets flush with the subbase and shall be equipped with a clamping ring or other device to make a tight connection between the lining and the 
drain. The subdrain shall have weep holes into the waste line. The weep holes located in the subdrain clamping ring shall be protected from clogging. 

PVC Sheets 408.7.1 408.8.1 Moved Location  Accept Change    

408.8.1 PVC Sheets. Plasticized polyvinyl chloride (PVC) sheets shall conform to ASTM D4551. Sheets shall be joined by solvent cementing in accordance with the 

manufacturerôs installation instructions. 

Chlorinated Polyethylene 408.7.2 408.8.2 Moved Location  Accept Change    

408.8.2 Chlorinated Polyethylene (CPE) Sheets. Nonplasticized chlorinated polyethylene sheets shall conform to ASTM D4068. The liner shall be joined in accordance with 

the manufacturerôs installation instructions. 
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Sheet Lead 408.7.3 408.8.3 Moved Location  Accept Change    

408.8.3 Sheet Lead. Sheet lead shall weigh not less than 4 lb/ft2 (19.5 kg/m2) and shall be coated with an asphalt paint or other approved coating. The lead sheet shall be 

insulated from conducting substances, other than the connecting drain, by 15 pound (6.8 kg) asphalt felt or an equivalent. Sheet lead shall be joined by burning. 

Sheet Copper 408.7.4 408.8.4 Moved Location  Accept Change    

408.8.4 Sheet Copper. Sheet copper shall comply with ASTM B152 and shall weigh not less than 12 ounces per square foot (oz/ft2) (3.7 kg/m2) or No. 24 B & S Gauge (0.02 

inches) (0.51 mm). The copper sheet shall be insulated from conducting substances, other than the connecting drain, by 15 pound (6.8 kg) asphalt felt or an equivalent. Sheet 

copper shall be joined by brazing or soldering. 

Tests for Shower Receptors 408.7.5 408.8.5 Moved Location also added 

specifications on size and time.  
Accept Change  

  

408.8.5 Tests for Shower Receptors. Shower receptors shall be tested for watertightness by filling with water to a depth of not less than 2 inches (51 mm) for not less than 

15 minutes. Where no threshold is present, a 2 inch (51 mm) barrier shall be temporarily constructed for testing. The test plug shall be so placed that both upper and under 

sides of the subpan shall be subjected to the test at the point where it is clamped to the drain. 

Public Shower Floors 408.8 408.9 Moved Location  Accept Change    

408.9 Public Shower Floors. Floors of public shower rooms shall have a nonskid surface and shall be drained in such a manner that wastewater from one bather shall not 

pass over areas occupied by other bathers. Gutters in public or gang shower rooms shall have rounded corners for easy cleaning and shall be sloped not less than 2 percent 

toward drains. Drains in gutters shall be spaced at a maximum of 8 feet (2438 mm) from sidewalls nor more than 16 feet (4877 mm) apart. 

Location of Valves and 

Heads 

408.9 408.10 Moved Location  
Accept Change  

  

408.10 Location of Valves and Heads. Control valves and showerheads shall be located on the sidewall of shower compartments or otherwise arranged so that the 

showerhead does not discharge directly at the entrance to the compartment so that the bather can adjust the valves before stepping into the shower spray. 

Water Supply Riser 408.10 408.11 Moved Location  Accept Change    

408.11 Water Supply Riser. A water supply riser from the shower valve to the showerhead outlet, whether exposed or not, shall be securely attached to the structure. 

Installation and Access 409.6 409.6 Removed reference location that was 

not needed for this section 
Accept Change  

  

409.6 Installation and Access. Bathtubs and whirlpool bathtubs shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions. Access openings shall be of 

a size and opening to permit the removal and replacement of the circulation pump. Whirlpool pump access located in the crawl space shall be located not more than 20 feet 

(6096 mm) from an access door, trap door, or crawl hole. The circulation pump shall be located above the crown weir of the trap The pump and the circulation piping shall be 

self-draining to minimize water retention. 

Installation and Access (N/A) 409.6.1 Created a new Section Accept Change    

409.6.1 Suction Fittings. Suction fittings on whirlpool bathtubs shall comply with ASME A112.19.7/CSA B45.10. 
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Flexible PVC Hoses and 

Tubing 

409.6.1 409.6.2 Moved location and added new 

standard document 
Accept Change  

  

409.6.2 Flexible PVC Hoses and Tubing. Flexible PVC hoses and tubing intended to be used on whirlpool bathtub water circulation systems or pneumatic systems shall 

comply with IAPMO/ANSI Z1033. 

Water Closet Seats 411.3 411.3 Standardizing the design and 

functionality of water closet seats. 
Accept Change  

  

411.3 Water Closet Seats. Water closet seats shall be properly sized for the water closet bowl type, and shall be of smooth, non-absorbent material. Seats, for public use, 

shall be of the elongated type and either of the open front type or have an automatic seat cover dispenser. Water closet seats shall be provided with or without covers. Plastic 

seats shall comply with IAPMO/ANSI Z124.5. 

Application 414.1 414.1 Specific language and standards 

added 
Accept Change  

  

414.1 Application. Domestic dishwashing machines shall comply with UL 749. Domestic dishwashing machines containing sanitation features shall comply with NSF/ANSI 

184 and UL 749. Commercial dishwashing machines shall comply with NSF/ANSI 3 and UL 921. 

51-56-
0400 

Drainage Connection 414.3 414.3 Specifying acceptable discharge 

methods for both domestic and 

commercial dishwashing machines 

Do not adopt 

 See existing 

amendments  

414.3 Drainage Connection. Domestic dishwashing machines shall discharge indirectly through an air gap fitting in accordance with Section 807.3 into a waste receptor, a 

wye branch fitting on the tailpiece of a kitchen sink, or dishwasher connection of a food waste disposer. Commercial dishwashing machines shall discharge indirectly through 

an air break in accordance with Section 807.1, or by a direct connection in accordance with Section 704.3. 

 Lead Content (N/A) 414.4 Adding lead content for Dishwashers Accept Change    

414.4 Lead Content. Dishwashing machines shall comply with the lead content requirements of Section 604.2. 

Application 415.1 415.1 Updated Location of standard  Accept Change    

415.1 Application. Drinking fountains shall be self-closing and comply with ASME A112.19.1/CSA B45.2, ASME A112.19.2/CSA B45.1, or ASME A112.19.3/CSA B45.4. 

Drinking fountains and bottle filling stations shall also comply with NSF/ANSI/CAN 61. Permanently installed electric water coolers and bottle filling stations shall also comply 

with UL 399. 

Applications 417.1 417.1 Update to the Standard Accept Change    

417.1 Application. Faucets and fixture fittings shall comply with ASME A112.18.1/CSA B125.1. Fixture fittings covered under the scope of NSF/ANSI/CAN 61 shall comply 

with the requirements of NSF/ANSI/CAN 61. 

Low-Pressure Water 

Dispenser 

417.6 417.6 Updated the Standard to in include 

new location 
Accept Change  

  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?dispo=true&cite=51-56&full=true#51-56-001
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?dispo=true&cite=51-56&full=true#51-56-001


Existing 
State 

Amendm
ent 

Title or Subject 
2021 UPC 

# 
2024 UPC # Summary 

2024 Staff 
Recommendation 

2024 TAG Member 
Recommendation 

Other Comments 

417.6 Low-Pressure Water Dispenser. Beverage faucets shall comply with ASME A112.18.1/CSA B125.1. Electrically heated or cooled water dispensers shall comply with 

ASSE 1023. 

Head shampoo sink Faucets (N/A) 417.7 Enhance safety by preventing 

scalding Accept Change  

 Construction Cost 

417.7 Head Shampoo Sink Faucets. Head shampoo sink faucets shall be supplied with hot water that is limited to not more than 120ÁF (49ÁC). Each faucet shall have 

integral check valves to prevent crossover flow between the hot and cold water supply connections. The means for regulating the maximum temperature shall be in 

accordance with one of the following: 

(1) A limiting device conforming to ASSE 1070/ASME A112.1070/CSA B125.70. 

(2) A water heater conforming to ASSE 1084.  

(3) A temperature-actuated, flow-reduction device conforming to ASSE 1062. 

Footbaths and Pedicure 

Baths 

(N/A) 417.8 New section 

Accept Change  

 Construction Cost 

417.8 Footbaths and Pedicure Baths. The water supplied to specialty plumbing fixtures, such as pedicure chairs having an integral foot bathtub and footbaths, shall be 
limited to not more than 120ÜF (49ÜC) by a water-temperature-limiting device that conforms to ASSE 1070/ASME A112.1070/CSA B125.70 or by a water heater complying 
with ASSE 1084. 

51-56-
0400 

Water Consumption 420.2 420.2 Changing Language 
Accept with state 

amendment 

 See existing 

amendment Review 

previsions  

420.2 Water Consumption. Sink faucets shall have a maximum flow rate of not more than 2.2 gpm at 60 psi (8.3 L/m at 414 kPa).  

Exceptions: 

(1) Clinical sinks 

(2) Laundry sinks 

(3) Service sinks 

51-56-
0400 

Pre-Rinse Spray Valve 420.3 420.3 Update to add Table Reference Accept Change    

420.3 Pre-Rinse Spray Valve. Commercial food service pre-rinse spray valves shall have a maximum flow rate in accordance with Table 420.3 and shall be equipped with an 

integral automatic shutoff. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?dispo=true&cite=51-56&full=true#51-56-001
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?dispo=true&cite=51-56&full=true#51-56-001
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?dispo=true&cite=51-56&full=true#51-56-001
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?dispo=true&cite=51-56&full=true#51-56-001
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COMMERCIAL PRE-RINSE 

SPRAY VALVE MAXIMUM 

FLOW RATE 

(N/A) Table 420.3 Adding a New Table 

Accept Change 

with amendment  

 Code Change 

proposal  

                                                        TABLE 420.3 

              COMMERCIAL PRE-RINSE SPRAY VALVE MAXIMUM FLOW RATE                          

PRODUCT CLASS BY SPRAY FORCE MAXIMUM FLOW RATE, 
GPM 

Product Class 1 ( Ò 5.0 ounces-force) 1.00 

Product Class 2 ( > 5.0 ounces-force and Ò 8.0 
ounces-forces) 

1.20 

Product Class 3 (> 8.0 ounces-forces) 1.28 

For SI units: 1 gallon per minute = 3.785 L/min, 1 ounce-force = 0.278 N 

 Fixture Calculations 422.1.1 422.1.1 Updated standards for water closet 

based on male or female 
Do Not  adopt 

  

422.1.1 Fixture Calculations. The minimum number of fixtures shall be calculated at 50 percent male and 50 percent female based on the total occupant load. Where 
information submitted indicates a difference in the distribution of the sexes such information shall be used to determine the number of fixtures for each sex. Once the 
occupancy load and occupancy are determined, Table 422.1 shall be applied to determine the minimum number of plumbing fixtures required. Where applying the fixture 
ratios in Table 422.1 results in fractional numbers, such numbers shall be rounded to the next whole number. For multiple occupancies, fractional numbers shall be first 
summed and then rounded to the next whole number. For toilet facilities designed for use by all genders, the minimum number of fixtures shall be the aggregate calculated at 
50 percent female and 50 percent male in accordance with Table 422.1. Where all-gender fixtures are provided in addition to separate menôs and womenôs facilities, those 
fixtures shall be included in determining the number of fixtures provided in an occupancy. 

Single Use, Family or 

Assisted-Use Toilet ,and 

Bathing Facilities 

422.1.1 422.1.2 Update language on Single use 

toilets 
Do Not  adopt 

  

422.1.2 Single Use, Family or Assisted-Use Toilet ,and Bathing Facilities. Where single use, family or assisted-use toilet, and bathing rooms are required, in applicable 

building regulations, the facilities shall be installed in accordance with those regulations. Fixtures located in single use, family or assisted-use, and bathing room facilities shall 

contribute to the total number of required fixtures in accordance with Section 422.1. 
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Separate Facilities 422.2 422.2 Update exception Do Not  adopt   

422.2 Separate Facilities. Separate toilet facilities shall be provided for each sex. 
Exceptions: 
(1) Residential installations. 
(2) In occupancies with a total occupant load of 10 or less, including customers and employees, one toilet facility, designed for use by no more than one person at a time, 
shall be permitted for use by both sexes. 
(3) In business and mercantile occupancies with a total occupant load of 50 or less including customers and employees, one toilet facility, designed for use by no more than 
one person at a time, shall be permitted for use by both sexes.  
(4) Separate facilities shall not be required where rooms have fixtures designed for use by both sexes and the water closets are installed in privacy compartments. Urinals 
shall be located in a privacy compartment. 

Single Use Facilities 422.2.1 422.2.1 Clarifying language Do Not  adopt   

422.2.1 Single Use Facilities. Single use toilet facilities, bathing facilities, and family or assisted use toilet facilities shall be identified with signage indicating use by either 
sex. 

Water Closet Compartment (N/A) 422.6 New added section with specifications 

on water closet compartments 
Do Not  adopt 

  

422.6 Water Closet Compartment. Public water closets shall occupy a separate compartment with walls or partitions and a door enclosing the fixtures to ensure privacy. 
Partitions for water closets located in separate gender toilet or bathrooms shall comply with the Type B security requirements of IAPMO Z124.10. Partitions for water closets 
located in all gender toilet or bathrooms shall comply with the Type A security requirements of IAPMO Z124.10. 
Exceptions: 
(1) Water closet compartments shall not be required in a single- occupant toilet room having a lockable door.  
(2) Toilet rooms in day care facilities having more than one water closets shall be permitted to have one water closet without an enclosing compartment. 
 

Urinal Partitions (N/A) 422.7 New added section with 

specifications on urinal partitions 
Do Not  adopt 

  

422.7 Urinal Partitions. Each urinal shall be separated with walls or partitions to provide privacy. The horizontal dimension between walls or partitions at each urinal shall 
comply with Section 402.5. Partitions for urinals shall comply with the Type C security requirements of IAPMO Z124.10. Walls or partitions shall extend from not less than 12 
inches (305mm) above the finished floor to not less than 60 inches (1524 mm) above the finished floor. Walls shall extend outward from the wall surface not less than 18 
inches (457 mm). Urinals located in all gender toilet rooms shall be visually separated from the remainder of the room or each urinal shall be installed in a privacy 
compartment complying with Type A security requirements of IAPMO Z124.10.  
Exception: Urinal partitions shall not be required in a single occupant or family/assisted-use toilet room with a lockable door. 

Chapter 5 Water Heaters 

51-56-
0500 

Applicability 501.1 501.1 Updating time frame standards Accept Change    

501.1 Applicability. The regulations of this chapter shall govern the construction, location, and installation of fuel-burning and other types of water heaters 

heating potable water, together with chimneys, vents, and their connectors. The minimum capacity for storage water heaters shall be in accordance with the first-

hour rating listed in Table 501.1(2). A list of accepted water heater appliance standards is referenced in Table 501.1(1). Listed appliances shall be installed in 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=51-56-0500&pdf=true
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=51-56-0500&pdf=true
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accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions. Unlisted water heaters shall be permitted in accordance with Section 504.3.2. Water heaters shall be 

installed in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions. The final installation shall be approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

51-56-
0500 

TABLE WATER HEATERS 501.1(1) 501.1(1) Table updated Accept Change    

TYPE* STANDARD 

Electric, Household Storage  UL 174 

Oil-Fired Storage Tank  UL 732 

Gas-Fired, 75 000 Btu/h or 
less, Storage 

CSA/ANSI Z21.10.1/CSA 4.1 

Gas-Fired, Above 75 000 
Btu/h, Storage and 
Instantaneous 

CSA/ANSI Z21.10.3/CSA 4.3 

Electric, Commercial 
Storage 

UL 1453 

Solid Fuel-Fired UL 2523 

Electric Instantaneous UL 499 

For SI units: 1000 British thermal units per hour = 0.293 kW 
* Dual purpose water heaters shall be installed in accordance with this code 

and the manufacturerôs installation instructions. 

 

Unlisted Water Heaters 504.3.2 504.3.2 Updated to include exception  Accept Change    

504.3.2 Unlisted Water Heaters. Except as otherwise permitted in this code, unlisted water heaters shall be approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction prior to being 
installed. Clearance for unlisted water heaters shall be not less than 12 inches (305 mm) on all sides. Combustible floors under unlisted water heaters shall be protected in 
an approved manner. {NFPA 54-2018:10.27.2.2} 

Pressure-Limiting Devices 504.4 504.4 Adding an not an exceed limit Accept Change    

504.4 Pressure-Limiting Devices. A water heater installation shall be provided with overpressure protection using an approved, listed device installed in accordance 
with the terms of its listing and the manufacturerôs installation instructions. Pressure relief devices shall have a pressure setting greater than the water service pressure 
and not exceed 150 psi (1034 kPa) as required in Section 608.4. 

Lead Content (N/A) 504.7 New Section  Accept Change    

504.7 Lead Content. Water heaters shall comply with the lead content requirements of Section 604.2. 

Engineered Installations 506.6 506.6 Updated language  Accept Change    

506.6 Engineered Installations. Engineered combustion air installations shall provide an adequate supply of combustion, ventilation, and dilution air determined using 
engineering methods. [NFPA 54:9.3.5] 

Drainage Pan 507.5 507.5 Added new standards Accept Change    

507.5 Drainage Pan. Where a water heater is located in an attic, in or on an attic ceiling assembly, floor-ceiling assembly, floor-subfloor assembly or where damage 
results from a leaking water heater, a watertight pan of corrosion-resistant materials shall be installed beneath the water heater in accordance 

with the following: 

(1) The drainage pan shall be provided with not less than 3ù4 of an inch (20 mm) diameter drain to an approved location. The terminating end of the drainpipe shall be 
readilyvisible. 

(2) The drainage pan shall be not less than 11ù2 inches (38mm) in depth. 

(3) Where a drainage pan pipe is installed, the material of the piping shall be rated for the temperature rating of the water heater and shall be approved for use with the 

51-56-0500
51-56-0500
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liquidbeing discharged. 

(4) Discharge from a relief valve into a drainage pan shall be prohibited. 

Type Gas(es).  507.7 507.7 Editor change Accept Change    

507.7 Type of Gas(es). The appliance shall be connected to the fuel gas for which it was designed. No attempt shall be made to convert the appliance from the gas 
specified on the rating plate for use with a different gas without consulting the installation instructions, the serving gas supplier, or the appliance manufacturer for complete 
instructions. Listed appliances shall not be converted unless permitted by and in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions. [NFPA 54:9.1.3] 

Safety Shutoff Devices for 
Unlisted LP-Gas 

Appliance Used Indoors. 

507.8 507.8 Language update Accept Change    

507.8 Safety Shutoff Devices for Unlisted LP-Gas Appliance Used Indoors. Unlisted appliances for use with undiluted LP-Gases and installed indoors, except 
attended laboratory equipment, shall be equipped with safety shutoff devices of the complete shutoff type. [NFPA 54:9.1.4] 

Installation in Residential 
Garages. 

507.13 507.13 Addition of exception 
Adopt with State 
amendment 

 
See existing 
amendment 

507.13 Installation in Residential Garages. Appliances in residential garages and in adjacent spaces that open to the garage and are not part of the living space of a 
dwelling unit shall be installed so that all heating elements, switches, burners, and burner-ignition devices are located not less than 18 inches (457 mm) above the 
floor.Exception: Listed flammable vapor ignition resistant (FVIR) appliances. {NFPA 54:9.1.10.1} 

Addition to Existing System (N/A) 507.18 
Updating Title, editor language 
update 

Accept Change    

507.18 Addition to Existing System. When additional appliances are being connected to a gas piping system, the existing piping shall be checked to determine whether it 

has adequate capacity. If the capacity of the system is determined to be inadequate for the additional appliances, the existing system shall be enlarged as required, or separate 

gas piping of adequate capacity shall be provided. [NFPA 54:5.1.2] 

Gas Appliance Pressure 
Regulators. 

507.20 507.20 Update Reference location Do Not adopt   

507.20 Gas Appliance Pressure Regulators. Where the gas supply pressure is higher than that at which the appliance is designed to operate or varies beyond the 
design pressure limits of the appliance, a gas appliance pressure regulator listed in accordance with CSA/ANSI Z21.18/CSA 6.3 shall be installed. [NFPA 54:9.1.17] 

Bleed Lines for Diaphragm-
Type Valves. 

507.22 507.21 Section Moved Do Not adopt   

<< 507.21 Bleed Lines for Diaphragm-Type Valves. Bleed lines shall comply with the following requirements: 

(1) Diaphragm-type valves shall be equipped to convey bleed gas to the outdoors or into the combustion chamber adjacent to a continuous pilot. 

(2) In the case of bleed lines leading outdoors, means shall be employed to prevent water from entering this piping and also to prevent blockage of vents by insects and 
foreign matter. 

(3) Bleed lines shall not terminate in the appliance flue or exhaust system. 

(4) In the case of bleed lines entering the combustion chamber, the bleed line shall be located so the bleed gas is readily ignited by the pilot and the heat liberated thereby 
does not adversely affect the normal operation of the safety shutoff system. The terminus of the bleed line shall be securely held in a fixed position relative to the pilot. For 
manufactured gas, the need for a flame arrester in the bleed line piping shall be determined. 
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(5) A bleed line(s) from a diaphragm-type valve and a vent line(s) from an appliance pressure regulator shall not be connected to a common manifold terminating in a 
combustion chamber. Bleed lines shall not terminate in positive-pressure-type combustion chambers. [NFPA 54:9.1.18]<< 

Combination of Appliances 
and Equipment 

507.23 507.22 Section Moved Do Not adopt   

<< 507.22 Combination of Appliances and Equipment. Any combination of appliances, equipment, attachments, or devices used together in any manner shall 
comply with the standards that apply to the individual appliance and equipment. [NFPA 54:9.1.19] << 

Installation Instructions 507.24 507.23 Section Moved, Language updated Accept Change    

<< 507.23 Installation Instructions. The installer shall conform to the appliance and equipment manufacturersô recommendations in completing an installation. The 
installer shall leave the manufacturersô installation, operating, and maintenance instructions on the premises. [NFPA 54:9.1.20] << 

Protection of Outdoor 
Appliances 

507.25 507.24 
Section Moved, Update reference 
location 

Accept Change    

<< 507.24 Protection of Outdoor Appliances. Appliances not listed for outdoor installation but installed outdoors shall be provided with protection to the degree that the 
environment requires. Appliances listed for outdoor installation shall be permitted to be installed without protection in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation 
instructions. [NFPA 54:9.1.21] << 

Accessibility for Service. 507.26 507.25 
Section Moved, Update reference 
location 

Accept Change    

<< 507.25 Accessibility for Service. All appliances shall be located with respect to building construction and other equipment so as to permit access for repair or 
replacement of the appliance. Clearance shall be maintained to permit removal of the appliance; cleaning of heating surfaces; the replacement of filters, blowers, motors, 
burners, controls, and vent connections; the lubrication of moving parts where necessary; the adjustment and cleaning of burners and pilots; and the proper functioning 
of explosion vents, if provided. For attic installation, the passageway and servicing area adjacent to the appliance shall be in accordance with Section 508.4. {NFPA 
54:9.2.1} Unless otherwise specified, clearances of not less than 30 inches (762 mm) in depth, width, and height of working space shall be maintained.<< 

 507.27 507.26 Section Moved Accept Change    

>> 507.26 Clearance to Combustible Materials. Appliances and their vent connectors shall be installed with clearances from combustible material so their operation does 
not create a hazard to persons or property. Minimum clearances between combustible walls and the back and sides of various conventional types of appliances and their vent 
connectors are specified in Section 509.0. [NFPA 54:9.2.2] >> 

Appliances on Roofs, in 
Attics or Under-Floor 
Spaces. 

(N/A) 508.0 Title of Section Change Accept Change    

508.0 Appliances on Roofs, in Attics or Under-Floor Spaces. 

Guards and Rails 508.2.1.1 508.2.1.1 Updated Reference Location Accept Change    

508.2.1.1 Guards and Rails. Guards or rails shall be required where the following exist: 

(1) The clearance between the appliance and a roof edge or open end of an equipment platform is less than 6 feet (1829 mm). 
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(2) The open end of the equipment platform is located more than 30 inches (762 mm) above the roof, floor, or grade below. Where guards or rails are installed, they 
shall be constructed so as to prevent the passage of a 21inch (533 mm) diameter ball, resist the imposed loading conditions, and shall extend not less than 30 inches 
(762 mm) beyond each side of the equipment or appliance. 

Exception: Guards shall not be required where a permanent fall arrest anchorage connector system in accordance with ASSP Z359.1 is installed. 

Electrical Power 508.2.2 508.2.2 Updated Reference location Accept Change    

508.2.2 Electrical Power. Appliances requiring an external source of electrical power shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 70. [NFPA 54:9.4.2.3] 

Appliances in Attics and 
Under-Floor Spaces 

508.4 508.4 Updated language Accept Change    

508.4 Appliances in Attics and Under-Floor Spaces. An attic or under-floor space in which an appliance is installed shall be accessible through an opening and 
passage way larger than the largest component of the appliance, and not less than 22 inches by 30 inches (559 mm by 762 mm). {NFPA 54:9.5.1} 

Length of Passageway 508.4.1 508.4.1 Added Reference location Accept Change    

508.4.1 Length of Passageway. Where the height of the passageway is less than 6 feet (1829 mm), the distance from the passageway access to the appliance shall not 
exceed 20 feet (6096 mm) measured along the centerline of the passageway. [NFPA 54:9.5.1.1] Where the height of the passageway is 6 feet (1829 mm) or more, the 
distance from the passageway access to the appliance shall not exceed 50 feet (15 240 mm) measured along the centerline of the passageway. 

Lighting and Convenience 
Outlet 

508.4.4 508.4.4 Update code language  Accept Change    

508.4.4 Lighting and Convenience Outlet. A permanent 120 V receptacle outlet and a luminaire shall be installed near the appliance. The switch controlling the luminaire 

shall be located at the entrance to the passage-way. [NFPA 54:9.5.3] 

 

Installation 509.1.1 509.1.1 Specification language added Accept Change    

509.1.1 Installation. Listed chimneys and vents shall be installed in accordance with Section 509.0 and the manufacturersô installation instructions. [NFPA 54:12.2.1] 

Direct-Vent Appliances 509.2.6 509.2.6 Title of section update Accept Change    

509.2.6 Direct-Vent Appliances. Listed direct vent appliances shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions. [NFPA 54:12.3.5.1] 

Through-the-Wall Vent 
Termination 

(N/A) 509.2.6.1 Added new section Accept Change    

509.2.6.1 Through-the-Wall Vent Termination. Through-the-wall vent terminations for listed direct-vent appliances shall be in accordance with Section 509.8.1. [NFPA 
54:12.3.5.2] 

Appliances with Integral 
Vents 

509.2.7 509.2.7 
Eliminated reference to no longer 
used section 509.8 

Accept Change    

509.2.7 Appliances with Integral Vents. Appliances incorporating integral venting means shall be installed in accordance with Section 509.8. [NFPA 54:12.3.6] 

Ventilating Hoods and 
Exhaust Systems 

509.3.4 509.3.4 Addition of language on food truck Accept Change    
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509.3.4 Ventilating Hoods and Exhaust Systems. Where automatically operated appliances, other than food service appliances, are vented through a ventilating hood or 
exhaust system equipped with a damper or with a power means of exhaust, provisions shall be made to allow the flow of gas to the main burners only when the damper is 
open to a position to properly vent the appliance and when the power means of exhaust is in operation. [NFPA 54:12.4.4.1] 

Factory-Built Chimneys 509.5.1 509.5.1 Updated Reference  Accept Change    

509.5.1 Factory-Built Chimneys. Factory-built chimneys shall be listed in accordance with UL 103, UL 959, or UL 2561. Factory-built chimneys used to vent appliances that 
operate at positive vent pressure shall be listed for such application. [NFPA 54:12.6.1.1] 

Size of Chimneys 509.5.5 509.5.5 Code requirement updates Accept Change    

509.5.5 Size of Chimneys. The effective area of a chimney venting system serving listed appliances with draft hoods, Category I appliances, and other appliances listed for 
use with Type B vents shall be in accordance with one of the following methods: 

(1) Those listed in Section 510.0. 

(2) The effective areas of the vent connector and chimney flue of a venting system serving a single appliance with a draft hood shall be not less than the area of the appliance 
flue collar or draft hood outlet or greater than seven times the draft hood outlet area. 

(3) The effective area of the chimney flue of a venting system serving two appliances with draft hoods shall be not less than the area of the larger draft hood outlet plus 50 
percent of the area of the smaller draft hood outlet or greater than seven times the smaller draft hood outlet area. 

(4) Chimney venting systems using mechanical draft shall be sized in accordance with engineering methods. 

(5) Other engineering methods. [NFPA 54:12.6.3.1] 

Cleanouts 509.5.6.2 509.5.6.2 Code language update Accept Change    

509.5.6.2 Cleanouts. Cleanouts shall be examined and where they do not remain tightly closed when not in use, they shall be repaired or replaced. [NFPA 54:12.6.4.3] 

Insulation Protection Shield 509.6.1.1 509.6.1.1 
Title of section update, steel 
thickness 

Accept Change    

509.6.1.1 Insulation Protection Shield. Where a vent passes through an insulated assembly, an approved metal shield constructed of steel having a thickness of not less 
than 26 gauge (0.0179 inch) (0.45 mm) (No. 26 gauge) shall be installed between the vent and insulation. The shield shall extend not less than 2 inches (51 mm) above the 
insulation and be secured to the structure in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions. 

Category I Appliances 509.6.2.1 509.6.2.1 
Code update on engineering 
methods 

Accept Change    



Existing 
State 

Amendm
ent 

Title or Subject 
2021 UPC 

# 
2024 UPC # Summary 

2024 Staff 
Recommendation 

2024 TAG Member 
Recommendation 

Other Comments 

509.6.2.1 Category I Appliances. The sizing of natural draft venting systems serving one or more listed appliances equipped with a draft hood or appliances listed for use 
with a Type B gas vent, installed in a single story of a building, shall be in accordance with one of the following: 

(1) The provisions of Section 510.0. 

(2) Vents serving fan-assisted combustion system appliances, or combinations of fan-assisted combustion system and draft hood-equipped appliances, shall be sized in 
accordance with Section 510.0 or other engineering methods. 

(3) For sizing an individual gas vent for a single, draft hood-equipped appliance, the effective area of the vent connector and the gas vent shall be not less than the area of the 
appliance draft hood outlet or greater than seven times the draft hood outlet area. 

(4) For sizing a gas vent connected to two appliances with draft hoods, the effective area of the vent shall be not less than the area of the larger draft hood outlet plus 50 
percent of the area of the smaller draft hood outlet or greater than seven times the smaller draft hood outlet area. 

(5) Engineering methods. [NFPA 54:12.7.4.1] 

Category II, Category III, and 
Category IV Appliances 

509.6.2.3 509.6.2.3 Code update Accept Change    

509.6.2.3 Category II, Category III, and Category IV Appliances. The sizing of gas vents for Category II, Category III, and Category IV appliances shall be in accordance 
with the appliance manufacturersô instructions. The sizing of plastic pipe specified by the appliance manufacturer as a venting material for Category II, III, and IV appliances 
shall be in accordance with the appliance manufacturersô instructions. [NFPA 54:12.7.4.3] 

Sizing 509.6.2.4 509.6.2.4 Updating reference  Accept Change    

509.6.2.4 Sizing. Chimney venting systems using mechanical draft shall be sized in accordance with engineering methods. [NFPA 54:12.7.4.4] 

Gas Vents Serving 
Appliances on More than 
One Floor 

509.6.3 509.6.3 
Gave specifications and regulation 
updates to this section 

Accept Change    



Existing 
State 

Amendm
ent 

Title or Subject 
2021 UPC 

# 
2024 UPC # Summary 

2024 Staff 
Recommendation 

2024 TAG Member 
Recommendation 

Other Comments 

509.6.3 Gas Vents Serving Appliances on More than One Floor. Where a common vent is installed in a multistory installation to vent Category I appliances located on 
more than one floor level, the venting system shall be designed and installed in accordance with engineering methods. Crawl spaces, basements, and attics shall be 
considered as floor levels. [NFPA 54:12.7.5.1] 

Termination. 509.7.2 509.7.2 Reference update Accept Change    

509.7.2 Termination. The termination of single-wall metal pipe shall meet the following requirements:  

(1) Single-wall metal pipe shall terminate at least 5 feet (1524 mm) in vertical height above the highest connected appliance draft hood outlet or flue collar. [NFPA 
54:12.8.3(1)] 

(2) Single-wall metal pipe shall extend at least 2 feet (610 mm) above the highest point where it passes through a roof of a building and at least 2 feet (610mm) higher than 
any portion of a building within a horizontal distance of 10 feet (3048 mm). [NFPA 54:12.8.3(2)] 

(3) An approved cap or roof assembly shall be attached to the terminus of a single-wall metal pipe. [NFPA54:12.8.3(3)] 

FIGURE 
509.7.3.4(1
)1 

509.7.3.4(1)
1 

Table update Accept Change    

 

Size of Single-Wall Metal 
Pipe. 

509.7.4 509.7.4 Adding language to code Accept Change    



Existing 
State 

Amendm
ent 

Title or Subject 
2021 UPC 

# 
2024 UPC # Summary 

2024 Staff 
Recommendation 

2024 TAG Member 
Recommendation 

Other Comments 

509.7.4 C. Single-wall metal piping shall comply with the following requirements: 

(1) A venting system of a single-wall metal pipe shall be sized in accordance with one of the following methods and the appliance manufacturerôs instructions: 

(a) For a draft hood-equipped appliance, in accordance with Section 510.0. 

(b) For a venting system for a single appliance with a draft hood, the areas of the connector and the pipe each shall not be less than the area of the appliance flue collar or 
draft hood outlet, whichever is smaller. The vent area shall not be greater than seven times the draft hood outlet area. 

(c) Engineering methods. 

REDUCTION OF 
CLEARANCES WITH 
SPECIFIED FORMS OF 
PROTECTION1 

TABLE 
509.7.3.4(2
) 

 

TABLE 
509.7.3.4(2) 

 

Code adoption of new notes Accept Change    



 

 

Notes: 

TABLE 509.7.3.4(2) REDUCTION OF CLEARANCES WITH SPECIFIED FORMS OF PROTECTION1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 [NFPA 54: TABLE 10.2.4] 

1 Reduction of clearances from combustible materials shall not interfere with combustion air, draft hood clearance and relief, and accessibility of servicing. 

2 All clearances shall be measured from the outer surface of the combustible material to the nearest point on the surface of the appliance, disregarding any intervening 

protection applied to the combustible material. 

3 Spacers and ties shall be of noncombustible material. No spacer or tie shall be used directly opposite the appliance or connector. 

4 Where all clearance reduction systems use a ventilated air space, adequate provision for air circulation shall be provided as described. [See Figure 509.7.3.4(2) 

and Figure 509.7.3.4(3)] 

5 At least 1 inch (25.4 mm) shall be between clearance reduction systems and combustible walls and ceilings for reduction systems using a ventilated air space. 

6 Where a wall protector is installed on a single flat wall away from corners, it shall have a minimum 1 inch (25.4 mm) air gap. To provide adequate air circulation, 

the bottom and top edges, or only the side and top edges, or all edges shall be left open. 

7 Mineral wool batts (blanket or board) shall have a minimum density of 8 pounds per cubic foot (lb/ft3) (128 kg/m3) and a minimum melting point of 1500°F 

(816°C). 

8 Insulation material used as part of a clearance reduction system shall have a thermal conductivity of 1.0 British thermal unit inch per hour square foot degree 

Fahrenheit [BtuÅin/(hÅft2ÅÁF)] [0.1 W/(mÅK)] or less. 

9 At least 1 inch (25.4 mm) shall be between the appliance and the protector. The clearance between the appliance and the combustible surface shall not be 

reduced below that allowed in this table. 

10 All clearances and thicknesses are minimum; larger clearances and thicknesses are acceptable. 

11 Listed single-wall connectors shall be installed in accordance with the terms of their listing and the manufacturerôs installation instructions. 

 

Through-the-Wall Vent 
Termination 

509.8 509.8 Updating Code Section Accept Change    

509.8 Through-the-Wall Vent Termination. Through the-wall vent termination shall be in accordance with Section 509.8.1 through Section 509.8.3. 

Clearance for Through-the-
Wall Vent Termination 

(N/A) 509.8.1 New Code Section Accept Change    

509.8.1 Clearance for Through-the-Wall Vent Termination. The clearance for through-the-wall direct and non-direct vent terminals shall be in accordance with 
Table 509.8.1 and Figure 509.8.1. Exception: The clearances in Table 509.8.1 shall not apply to the combustion air intake of a direct vent appliance. [NFPA4:12.9.1] 



FIGURE  EXIT TERMINALS 
OF MECHANICAL DRAFT 
AND DIRECT-VENT 
VENTING SYSTEMS 

(N/A) 509.8.1 Updated new figure Accept Change    

FIGURE 509.8.1 EXIT TERMINALS OF MECHANICAL DRAFT AND DIRECT-VENT VENTING SYSTEMS [NFPA 54: FIGURE 12.9.1] 

 

Condensation Drain 509.9 509.9 Updated to follow NFPA only Accept Change    

509.9 Condensation Drain. Provision shall be made to collect and dispose of condensate from venting systems serving Category II and Category IV appliances and 
noncategorized condensing appliances. [NFPA 54:12.10.1] 

Installation (N/A)  509.1 New Code section Accept Change    

509.9.1 Installation. Drains for condensate shall be installed in accordance with the appliance and vent manufacturersô installation instructions. [NFPA 54:12.10.2]  

THROUGH-THE-WALL 
DIRECT-VENT 
TERMINATION 
CLEARANCES 

[NFPA 54: TABLE 12.9.1] 

(N/A) 509.8.1 New Table added Accept Change    



ABLE 509.8.1 THROUGH-THE-WALL DIRECT-VENT TERMINATION CLEARANCES [NFPA 54: TABLE 12.9.1]<< 

 

Medium-Heat Appliances 509.10.1.4 509.10.1.4 New Code language Accept Change    

509.10.1.4 Medium-Heat Appliances. Vent connectors for medium-heat appliances shall be constructed of factory-built, medium-heat chimney sections or steel of a 

thickness not less than that specified in Table 509.10.1.4 and shall comply with the following: 



(1) A steel vent connector for an appliance with a vent gas temperature in excess of 1000ÁF (538ÁC) measured at the entrance to the connector shall be lined with medium-

duty fire brick or the equivalent.  

(2) The lining shall be at least 21ù2 inches (64 mm) thick for a vent connector having a diameter or greatest cross-sectional dimension of 18 inches(457 mm) or less. 

(3) The lining shall be at least 41ù2 inches (114 mm) thick laid on the 41ù2 inches (114 mm) bed for a vent connector having a diameter or greatest cross-sectional  imension 

greater than 18 inches (457 mm).  

(4) Where factory-built chimney sections are installed, they shall be joined together in accordance with the chimney manufacturerôs instructions. [NFPA 54:12.11.2.5] 

Size of Vent Connector 509.10.2 509.10.2  Clarifying code language Accept Change    

509.10.2 Size of Vent Connector. A vent connector for an appliance with a single draft hood or for a Category I fan-assisted combustion system appliance shall be 

sized and installed in accordance with Section 510.0 or engineering methods. [NFPA 54:12.11.3.1] 

Manifold 509.10.2.1 509.10.2.1 Clarifying code language Accept Change    

509.10.2.1 Manifold. Where a single appliance having more than one draft hood outlet or flue collar is installed, the manifold shall be constructed according to the 

instructions of the appliance manufacturer. Where there are no instructions, the manifold shall be designed and constructed in accordance with engineering methods. As an 

alternative method, the effective area of the manifold shall equal the combined area of the flue collars or draft hood outlets, and the vent connectors shall have a minimum 1 

foot (305mm) rise. [NFPA 54:12.11.3.2] 

Size 509.10.2.2 509.10.2.2 Clarifying code language Accept Change    

509.10.2.2 Size. Where two or more appliances are connected to a common vent or chimney, each vent connector shall be sized in accordance with Section 510.0 or 

engineering methods. [NFPA 54:12.11.3.3] 

Height 509.10.2.3 509.10.2.3 Clarifying code language Accept Change    

509.10.2.3 Height. Where two or more appliances are vented through a common vent connector or vent manifold, the common vent connector or vent manifold shall be 

located at the highest level consistent with available headroom and clearance to combustible material and sized in accordance with Section 510.0 or engineering methods. 

[NFPA 54:12.11.3.5] 

Joints 509.10.5 509.10.5 Updating method (1) on joint methods Accept Change    

509.10.5 Joints. Joints between sections of connector piping and connections to flue collars or draft hood outlets shall be fastened in accordance with one of the following 

methods: 

(1) Mechanically fastened by means of not less than three sheet-metal screws equally spaced around the joint. 

(2) Vent connectors of listed vent material assembled and connected to flue collars or draft hood outlets in accordance with the manufacturerôs instructions. 

(3) Other approved means. {NFPA 54:12.11.6} 

Connector Junctions (N/A) 509.10.6 New Section added to code Accept Change    

509.10.6 Connector Junctions. Where vent connectors are joined together, the connection shall be made with a manufactured tee or wye fitting. [NFPA 54:12.11.7] 

Slope 509.10.6 509.10.7 
Moved section, and updated 
Reference 

Accept Change    

509.10.7 Slope. A vent connector shall be installed without any dips or sags and shall slope upward toward the vent or chimney at least 1ù4 inch per foot (20.8m/m).<< 

Exception: Vent connectors attached to a mechanical draft system installed in accordance with appliance and the draft system manufacturersô instructions. [NFPA 54:12.11.8] 

Length of Vent Connector. 509.10.7 509.10.8 Moved section Accept Change    

509.10.8 Length of Vent Connector. The length of vent connectors shall comply with Section 509.10.8.1 or Section 509.10.8.2. << 

Single Wall Connector 509.10.7.1 509.10.8.1 Moved section Accept Change    

509.10.8.1 Single Wall Connector. The maximum horizontal length of a single-wall connector shall be 75 percent of the height of the chimney or vent, except for << 

engineered systems. [NFPA 54:12.11.9.1] 



Type B Double Wall Connector 509.10.7.2 509.10.8.2 Moved section Accept Change    

509.10.8.2 Type B Double Wall Connector. The maximum horizontal length of a Type B double-wall connector shall be 100 percent of the height of the chimney or<< vent, 

except for engineered systems. The maximum length of an individual connector for a chimney or vent system serving multiple appliances, from the appliance outlet to the 

junction with the common vent or another connector, shall be 100 percent of the height of the chimney or vent. [NFPA 54:12.11.9.2] 

Support 509.10.8 509.10.9 Moved section Accept Change    

509.10.9 Support. A vent connector shall be supported for the design and weight of the material employed to maintain clearances and prevent physical damage and   

separation of joints. [NFPA 54:12.11.10] 

Chimney Connection 509.10.9 509.10.10 Moved section Accept Change    

509.10.10 Chimney Connection. Where entering a flue in a masonry or metal chimney, the vent connector shall be installed above the extreme bottom to avoid<< stoppage. 

Where a thimble or slip joint is used to facilitate removal of the connector, the connector shall be firmly attached to or inserted into the thimble or slip joint to 

prevent the connector from falling out.Means shall be employed to prevent the connector from entering so far as to restrict the space between its end and the opposite wall of 

the chimney flue. [NFPA54:12.11.11.1 ï 12.11.11.3]  

Inspection 509.10.10 509.10.11 Moved section Accept Change    

509.10.11 Inspection. The entire length of a vent connector shall be readily accessible for inspection, cleaning, and replacement. [NFPA 54:12.11.12] << 

Fireplaces 509.10.11 509.10.12 Moved section Accept Change    

509.10.12 Fireplaces. A vent connector shall not be connected to a chimney flue serving a fireplace unless the fireplace flue opening is permanently sealed.[NFPA << 

54:12.11.13] 

Passage Through Ceilings, 
Floors, or Walls. 

509.10.12 509.10.13 
Update to exception on vent type b 
and type l  

Accept Change    

509.10.13 Passage Through Ceilings, Floors, or Walls. A vent connector shall not pass through a ceiling, floor, or fire-resistance-rated wall. A single-wall metal pipe << 

connector shall not pass through an interior 

wall. Exceptions:  

(1) Vent connectors made of listed Type B or Type L vent material and serving listed appliances with draft hoods and other appliances listed for use with Type B gas vents that 

pass through walls or partitions constructed of combustible material shall be installed with not less than the listed clearance to combustible material. 

(2) Vent connectors shall be permitted to pass through ceilings, floors, or walls in accordance with Section 509.7.3.1 and Section 509.7.3.5. 

Medium-Heat Appliances 
509.10.12.

1 
509.10.13.1 Moved section Accept Change    

è 509.10.13.1 Medium-Heat Appliances. Vent connectors for medium-heat appliances shall not pass through walls or partitions constructed of combustible material. 

[NFPA54:12.11.14.2] 

Appliances Requiring Draft 

Hoods. 
509.12 509.12 Updated code title and exceptions Accept Change    

509.12 Appliances Requiring Draft Hoods. Vented appliances shall be installed with draft hoods.  

Exception: Dual oven-type combination ranges; direct vent appliances; fan-assisted combustion system appliances; appliances requiring chimney draft for operation; single-

firebox boilers equipped with conversion burners with inputs greater than 400 000 Btu/h (117 kW); appliances equipped with blast, power, or pressure burners that are not 

listed for use with draft hoods; and appliances designed for forced venting. [NFPA54:12.13.1] 

Automatically Operated Vent 

Dampers 
509.14 509.14 Updated code language Accept Change    

509.14 Automatically Operated Vent Dampers. An automatically operated vent damper shall be listed. [NFPA54:12.15] 

Obstructions 509.15 509.15 Updated Code Exceptions  Accept Change    



509.15 Obstructions. Devices that retard the flow of vent gases shall not be installed in a vent connector, chimney, or vent. The following shall not be considered as 

obstructions: 

(1) Draft regulators and safety controls specifically listed for installation in venting systems and installed in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions. 

(2) Approved draft regulators and safety controls designed and installed in accordance with engineering methods. 

(3) Listed heat reclaimers and automatically operated vent dampers installed in accordance with the manufacturersô installation instructions. 

(4) Vent dampers serving listed appliances installed in accordance with Section 510.1 or Section 510.2 or engineering methods. 

(5) Approved economizers, heat reclaimers, and recuperators installed in venting systems of appliances not required to be equipped with draft hoods, provided the appliance 

manufacturerôs instructions cover the installation of such a device in the venting system and performance in accordance with Section 509.3 and Section 509.3.1 is obtained. 

[NFPA 54:12.16] 

 Additional Requirements to 

Single Appliance Vent. 
510.1 510.1 Updated Code Section Title Do not adopt  Existing amendment 

510.1 Additional Requirements to Single Appliance Vent. Venting Table 510.1.2(1) through Table 510.1.2(6) shall not be used where obstructions are installed in the 

venting system. The installation of vents serving listed appliances with vent dampers shall be in accordance with the appliance manufacturerôs instructions or in accordance 

with the following: 

Corrugated Chimney Liners 510.1.6 510.1.6 Updated Code Section Title Do not adopt  Existing amendment 

510.1.6 Corrugated Chimney Liners. Listed corrugated metallic chimney liner systems in masonry chimneys shall be sized by using Table 510.1.2(1) or Table 510.1.2(2) for 

Type B vents with the maximum capacity reduced by 20 percent (0.80 x maximum capacity) and the minimum capacity as shown in Table 510.1.2(1) or 

Table 510.1.2(2). Corrugated metallic liner systems installed with bends or offsets shall have their maximum capacity further reduced in accordance with Section 10.1.2. The 

20 percent reduction for corrugated metallic chimney liner systems includes an allowance for one long radius 90 degree (1.57 rad) turn at the bottom of the liner. 

[NFPA54:13.1.7] 

Vertical Vent Upsizing Using 

the 7 Times Rule 
510.1.8 510.1.8 Updated Code Section Title Do not adopt  Existing amendment 

510.1.8 Vertical Vent Upsizing Using the 7 Times Rule. Where the vertical vent has a larger diameter than the vent connector, the vertical vent diameter shall be used to 

determine the minimum vent capacity, and the connector diameter shall be used to determine the maximum vent capacity. The flow area of the vertical vent 

shall not exceed seven times the flow area of the listed appliance categorized vent area, flue collar area, or draft hood outlet area unless designed in accordance with 

engineering methods. [NFPA 54:13.1.9] 

Multiple Vertical Vent Sizes 510.1.13 510.1.13 Updated Code Section Title Do not adopt  Existing amendment 

510.1.13 Multiple Vertical Vent Sizes. In a single run of vent or vent connector, more than one diameter and type shall be permitted to be used, provided that all the sizes 

and types are permitted by the tables. [NFPA54:13.1.14] 

Sizing Vents 510.1.16 510.1.16 Updated Code Section Title Do not adopt  Existing amendment 

510.1.16 Sizing Vents Not Covered by Tables. Where a vent height is lower than 6 feet (1829 mm) or higher than shown in Table 510.1.2(1) through Table 510.2(9), an 

engineering method shall be used to calculate the vent capacity. [NFPA 54:13.1.17 

Additional Requirements to 

Multiple-Appliance Vent 
510.2 510.2 Updated Code Section Title Do not adopt  Existing amendment 



510.2 Additional Requirements to Multiple-Appliance Vent. Venting Table 510.2(1) through Table 510.2(9) shall not be used where obstructions are installed in the venting 

system. The installation of vents serving listed appliances with vent dampers shall be in accordance with the appliance manufacturerôs instructions, or in accordance with the 

following: 

(1) The maximum capacity of the vent connector shall be determined using the NAT Max column. 

(2) The maximum capacity of the vertical vent or chimney shall be determined using the FAN + NAT column when the second appliance is a fan-assisted appliance, or the 

NAT + NAT column when the second appliance is equipped with a draft hood. (3) The minimum capacity shall be determined as if the appliance were a fan-assisted 

appliance, as follows: 

(a) The minimum capacity of the vent connector shall be determined using the FAN Min column. 

(b) The FAN + FAN column shall be used when the second appliance is a fan-assisted appliance, and the FAN + NAT column shall be used when the second appliance is 

equipped with a draft hood, to determine whether the vertical vent or chimney configuration is not permitted (NA). Where the vent configuration is NA, the vent configuration 

shall not be permitted and an alternative venting configuration shall be utilized. [NFPA 54:13.2.1] 

Vent Connector Rise 510.2.11 510.2.11 Updated Code Section Title Do not adopt  Existing amendment 

510.2.11 Vent Connector Rise. The vent connector rise (R) for each appliance shall be measured from the draft hood outlet or flue collar to the centerline where the vent gas 

streams come together. {NFPA 54:13.2.12} 

Vent Height 510.2.12 510.2.12 Updated Code Section Title Do not adopt  Existing amendment 

510.2.12 Vent Height. The available total height (H) for multiple appliances on the same floor shall be measured from the highest draft hood outlet or flue collar up to the level 

of the outlet of the common vent. [NFPA54:13.2.13] 

Multistory Vent Height 510.2.13 510.2.13 Updated Code Section Title Do not adopt  Existing amendment 

510.2.13 Multistory Vent Height. Where appliances are located on more than one floor, the available total height (H) for each segment of the system shall be the vertical 

distance between the highest draft hood outlet or flue collar entering that segment and the centerline of the next higher interconnection tee. [NFPA 54:13.2.14] 

Multistory Type B Vents 

Required 
510.2.15 510.2.15 Updated Code Section Title Do not adopt  Existing amendment 

510.2.15 Multistory Type B Vents Required. Where used in multistory systems, vertical common vents shall be Type B double wall and shall be installed with a listed vent 

cap. [NFPA 54:13.2.16] 

Multistory Vent Offsets and 

Capacity 
510.2.16 510.2.16 Updated Code Section Title Do not adopt  Existing amendment 



510.2.16 Multistory Vent Offsets and Capacity. Offsets in multistory common vent systems shall be limited to a single offset in each system, and systems with an offset 

shall comply with all of the following: 

(1) The offset angle shall not exceed 45 degrees (0.79 rad) from vertical. 

(2) The horizontal length of the offset shall not exceed 18 inches per inch (18 mm/mm) of common vent diameter of the segment in which the offset is located. 

(3) For the segment of the common vertical vent containing the offset, the common vent capacity listed in the common venting tables shall be reduced by 20 percent (0.80 x 

maximum common vent capacity). 

(4) A multistory common vent shall not be reduced in size above the offset. [NFPA 54:13.2.17] 

Vertical Vent Size Limitation 510.2.17 510.2.17 Reference section updated Do not adopt  Existing amendment 

510.2.17 Vertical Vent Size Limitation. Where two or more appliances are connected to a vertical vent or chimney, the flow area of the largest section of vertical vent or 

chimney shall not exceed seven times the smallest listed appliance categorized vent areas, flue collar area, or draft hood outlet area unless designed in accordance with 

engineering methods. [NFPA 54:13.2.18] 

Two-Stage/Modulating 

Appliances 
510.2.18 510.2.18 

Section Title update. Maximum vent 

connector tables updated 
Do not adopt  

Existing 

amendment  

510.2.18 Two-Stage/Modulating Appliances. The minimum vent connector capacity (FAN Min) of appliances with more than one input rate shall be determined from the 

tables and shall be less than the lowest appliance input rating. The maximum vent connector capacity (FAN Max or NAT Max) shall be determined from the tables and shall 

be greater than the highest appliance input rating. [NFPA 54:13.2.19] 

Chapter 6 Water Supply and Distribution 

51-56-
0600 

Approval of Devices or 

Assemblies 
603.2 603.2 Updated reference section Do not adopt  

Existing 

amendment  

603.2 Approval of Devices or Assemblies. Before a device or an assembly is installed for the prevention of backflow, it shall have first been approved by the Authority 

Having Jurisdiction. Devices or assemblies shall be tested in accordance with recognized standards or other standards acceptable to the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

Backflow prevention devices and assemblies shall comply with Table 603.2, except for specific applications and provisions as stated in Section 603.5.1 through Section 

603.5.22. Devices or assemblies installed in a potable water supply system for protection against backflow shall be maintained in good working condition by the person or 

persons having control of such devices or assemblies. Such devices or assemblies shall be tested at the time of installation, repair, or relocation and not less than on an 

annual schedule thereafter, or more often where required by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. Where found to be defective or inoperative, the device or assembly shall be 

repaired or replaced. No device or assembly shall be removed from use or relocated or other device or assembly substituted, without the approval of the 

Authority Having Jurisdiction. Testing or maintenance shall be performed by a certified backflow assembly tester or repairer certified in accordance with SSE/IAPMO/ANSI 

Series 5000 or any other additional certification approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

51-56-
0600 

BACKFLOW PREVENTION 

DEVICES, ASSEMBLIES, AND 

METHODS 

TABLE 

603.2 

TABLE 

603.2 

Added requirements carbonated 

beverage 

Adopt with 

existing 

amendment  
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Testing 603.4.2 603.4.2 Updated reference location 

Adopt with 

existing 

amendment 

  

603.4.2 Testing. The premise owner or responsible person shall have the backflow prevention assembly tested by a certified backflow assembly tester at the time of 

installation, repair, or relocation and not less than on an annual schedule thereafter, or more often where required by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. The periodic  testing 

shall be performed in accordance with the procedures referenced in ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI Series 5000 by a tester qualified in accordance with those standards. The field test 

kit used shall comply with ASSE 1064. 

Protection from Lawn 

Sprinklers and Irrigation 

Systems 

603.5.6 603.5.6 Added new device requirement 

Adopt with 

existing 

amendment 

  

603.5.6 Protection from Lawn Sprinklers and Irrigation Systems. Potable water supplies to systems having no pumps or connections for pumping equipment, nd no 

chemical injection or provisions for chemical injection, shall be protected from backflow by one of the following devices: 

(1) Atmospheric vacuum breaker (AVB) 

(2) Pressure vacuum breaker backflow prevention assembly (PVB) 

(3) Spill-resistant pressure vacuum breaker (SVB) 

(4) Reduced-pressure principle backflow prevention assembly (RP)  

(5) A valve complying with IAPMO PS 72 

Beverage Dispensers 603.5.12 603.5.12 
Updated requirements for Beverage 

Dispensers 

Adopt with 

existing 

amendment 

  

603.5.12 Beverage Dispensers. Potable water supply to carbonated beverage dispensers shall be protected by an air gap or a vented backflow preventer that complies with 

ASSE 1022. For carbonated beverage dispensers, piping material installed downstream of the backflow preventer shall not be affected by carbon dioxide gas. Non-

carbonated beverage dispensers, such as ice makers and coffee machines, shall be protected by an air gap or dual check backflow preventer that comply with ASSE 1032 or 

ASSE 1024. 

Garbage Can Washers (N/A) 603.5.19 New Section added Accept Change    

603.5.19 Garbage Can Washers. Where garbage can washers are connected to a potable water supply system, the connection shall be protected against backflow in 

accordance with Table 603.2. 

Plumbing Fixture Fittings 603.5.19 603.5.20 Section moved Accept Change    

>> 603.5.20 Plumbing Fixture Fittings. Plumbing fixture fittings with integral backflow protection shall comply with ASME A112.18.1/CSA B125.1. >> 

Swimming Pools, 603.5.20 603.5.21 Section moved Accept Change    



>> 603.5.21 Swimming Pools, Spas, and Hot Tubs. Potable water supply to swimming pools, spas, and hot tubs shall be protected by an air gap or a reduced pressure 

principle backflow preventer in accordance with the following: 

(1) The unit is equipped with a submerged fill line. 

(2) The potable water supply is directly connected to the unit circulation system. >> 

Chemical Dispensers 603.5.21 603.5.22 
Section moved and new backflow 

requirements 
Accept Change    

>> 603.5.22 Chemical Dispensers. The water supply to chemical dispensers shall be protected against backflow by one of the following: 

(1) The chemical dispenser shall comply with ANSI/CAN/ASSE/IAPMO 1055. Where an installation involves a water source coming from a faucet with an integrated vacuum 

breaker device, a pressure bleed device conforming to IAPMO PS 104 shall be used to protect the vacuum breaker device. 

(2) Water supply shall be protected by one of the following methods: 

     (a) Air gap 

     (b) Atmospheric vacuum breaker (AVB) 

     (c) Pressure vacuum breaker backflow prevention assembly (PVB) 

     (d) Spill-resistant pressure vacuum breaker (SVB) 

     (e) Reduced-pressure principle backflow prevention assembly (RP) 

Pipe, Tube, and Fittings 604.1 604.1 Added new reference page Accept Change    

604.1 Pipe, Tube, and Fittings. Pipe, tube, fittings, solvent cement, thread sealants, solders, and flux used in potable water systems intended to supply drinking water shall 

comply with NSF/ANSI/CAN 61. Where pipe fittings and valves are made from copper alloys containing more than 15 percent zinc by weight and are used in plastic piping 

systems, they shall be resistant to dezincification and stress corrosion cracking in compliance with NSF/ANSI 14. Materials used in the water supply system, except valves 

and similar devices, shall be of a like material, except where otherwise approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. Materials for building water piping and building supply 

piping shall comply with the applicable standards referenced in Table 604.1. 

Flexible Connectors 604.5 604.5 Clarified code language. Accept Change    



604.5 Flexible Connectors. Flexible water connectors shall be installed in accessible locations, and where under continuous pressure shall comply with ASME 

A112.18.6/CSA B125.6. Flexible water connectors with an excess flow shutoff device shall comply with CSA B125.5/IAPMO Z600. 

Epoxy Coating 604.9 604.9 Updated reference for code Accept Change    

604.9 Epoxy Coating. The epoxy coating used on existing, underground steel building supply piping shall comply with NSF/ANSI/CAN 61 and AWWA C210. 

MATERIALS FOR BUILDING 

SUPPLY AND WATER 

DISTRIBUTION PIPING AND 

FITTINGS 

TABLE 

604.1 

TABLE 

604.1 
Updated Code  Accept Change    

 



Solvent Cement Joints 605.2.2 605.2.2 Specified code Accept Change    

605.2.2 Solvent Cement Joints. Solvent cement joints for CPVC pipe and fittings shall be clean from dirt and moisture. Solvent cements shall comply with ASTM F493, 

requiring the use of a primer shall be orange in color. The primer shall be colored and shall comply with ASTM F656. Listed solvent cement that complies with ASTM F493 

and that does not require the use of primers, yellow, green, or red in color, shall be permitted for pipe and fittings that comply with ASTM D2846, 1ù2 of an inch (15mm) 

through 2 inches (50 mm) in diameter or ASTM F442, 1ù2 of an inch (15 mm) through 3 inches (80 mm) in diameter. Apply primer where required inside the fitting and to the 

depth of the fitting on pipe. Apply liberal coat of cement to the outside surface of pipe to depth of fitting and inside of fitting. Place pipe inside fitting to forcefully bottom the 

pipe in the socket and hold together until joint is set. 

PVC Plastic Pipe and Joints 605.12 605.12 Added new exemption Accept Change    

605.12 PVC Plastic Pipe and Joints. PVC plastic pipe and fitting joining methods shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions and shall 

comply with Section 605.12.1 through Section 605.12.3. PVC piping shall not be exposed to direct sunlight. Exception: PVC piping in a location exposed to direct sunlight 

shall not exceed 24 inches (610 mm) in length and be wrapped with not less than 0.04 of an inch (1.02 mm) thick UV resistant tape or otherwise protected from UV 

degradation. 

Dielectric Unions 605.15 605.15 Change in reference location Accept Change    

605.15 Dielectric Unions. Dielectric unions where installed at points of connection where there is a dissimilarity of metals shall be in accordance with ASSE 1079 or IAPMO 

PS 66. 

Copper or Copper Alloy Pipe or 

Tubing to Threaded Pipe Joints 
605.16.1 605.16.1 Change in reference location Accept Change    

605.16.1 Copper or Copper Alloy Pipe or Tubing to Threaded Pipe Joints. Joints from copper or copper alloy pipe or tubing to threaded pipe shall be made using copper 

alloy adapter, copper alloy nipple [minimum 6 inches (152 mm)], dielectric fitting, or dielectric union in accordance with ASSE 1079 or IAPMO PS 66.The joint between the 

copper or copper alloy pipe or tubing and the fitting shall be a soldered, brazed, flared, or press-connect joint and the connection between the threaded pipe and the fitting 

shall be made with a standard pipe size threaded joint. 

Stainless Steel to Other 

Materials. 
605.16.3 605.16.3 New reference location Accept Change    

605.16.3 Stainless Steel to Other Materials. Where connecting stainless steel pipe to other types of piping, mechanical joints of the compression type, dielectric fitting, or 

dielectric union in accordance with ASSE 1079 or IAPMO PS 66 and designed for the specific transition intended shall be used. 

General 606.1 606.1 New reference and code update Accept Change    

606.1 General. Valves up to and including 2 inches (50mm) in size shall be copper alloy or other approved material. Sizes exceeding 2 inches (50 mm) shall be ermitted to 

have bodies of cast iron, copper alloy, or other approved materials. Each gate or ball valve shall be a fullway or full-port type with working parts of the non-corrosive material. 

Where valves are made from copper alloys containing more than 15 percent zinc by weight and are used in plastic piping systems, they shall be resistant to dezincification 

and stress corrosion cracking in compliance with NSF/ANSI 14. Valves carrying water used in potable water systems shall comply with the requirements of ASME 

A112.4.14/CSA B124.14, ASMEB16.34, ASTM F1970, ASTM F2389, AWWA C500, AWWA C504, AWWA C507, IAPMO/ANSI Z1157, MSS SP-67, MSS SP-70, MSS SP-71, 

MSS SP-72, MSS SP-78, MSS SP-80, MSS SP-110, MSS SP-122, or NSF/ANSI 359.Valves intended to supply drinking water shall also comply with the requirements of 

NSF/ANSI/CAN 61. 

Manifolds (N/A) 606.5.1 New Code section added Accept Change    

606.5.1 Manifolds. Field installed manifolds for water distribution shall conform with the applicable requirements for valves, pipes, and fittings as referenced in this code. 

Manufactured water distribution manifolds shall be in accordance with IAPMO IGC 109. 

Leak Detection Devices 606.9 606.9 New reference location Accept Change    

606.9 Leak Detection Devices. Where leak detection devices for water supply and distribution are installed, they shall comply with ANSI/CAN/IAPMO Z1349. 

Private Well Water Tanks (N/A) 607.2 New Code section added Accept Change    

607.2 Private Well Water Tanks. Pressurized potable water tanks for private well water systems shall comply with ASSE1099/WSC-PST 2000. 



Potable Water Tanks 607.2 607.3 
New location, and updated Reference 

location 
Accept Change    

607.3 Potable Water Tanks. Potable water supply tanks, interior tank coatings, or tank liners intended to supply drinking water shall comply with NSF/ANSI/CAN 61. << 

Venting 607.3 607.4 New location Accept Change    

607.4 Venting. Tanks used for potable water shall be tightly covered and vented in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions. Such vent shall be << 

screened with a corrosion-resistant material of not less than number 24 mesh. 

Overflow 607.4 607.5 New location Accept Change    

607.5 Overflow. Tanks shall have not less than a 16 square inch (0.01 m2) overflow that is screened with a corrosion-resistant material of not less than number 24 << mesh. 

Valves 607.5 607.6 New reference and code update Accept Change    

607.6 Valves. Pressurized tanks shall be provided with a listed pressure-relief valve installed in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions. The <<  relief 

valve shall be discharged in accordance with Section 608.5. Where a potable water supply tank is located above the fixtures, appliances, or system components it serves, it 

shall be equipped with a vacuum relief valve that complies with ANSI Z21.22/CSA 4.4. 

Inadequate Water Pressure 608.1 608.1 Updated code language Accept Change    

608.1 Inadequate Water Pressure. Where the water pressure in the main or other source of supply will not provide a residual water pressure of not less than 15 pounds 

force per square inch (psi) (103 kPa), after allowing for friction and other pressure losses, a tank and a pump or other means that will provide said 15 psi (103 kPa) pressure 

shall be installed. Where fixtures, fixture fittings, or both are installed that, require a residual pressure exceeding 15 psi (103 kPa), that minimum residual pressure shall be 

provided. 

Excessive Water Pressure 608.2 608.2 
Updated code language, and ne 

Reference location  
Accept Change    

608.2 Excessive Water Pressure. Where static water pressure in the water supply piping exceeds 80 psi (552 kPa), an approved-type pressure regulator preceded by an 

adequate strainer shall be installed and the static pressure reduced to 80 psi (552 kPa) or less. Pressure regulators for potable water distribution systems shall comply with 

ASSE 1003 or AWWA C530. Pressure regulator(s) equal to or exceeding 11ù2 inches (40 mm) shall not require a strainer. Such regulator(s) shall control the pressure to water 

outlets in the building unless otherwise approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. Each such regulator and strainer shall be accessibly located aboveground or in a vault 

equipped with a properly sized and sloped boresighted drain to daylight, shall be protected from freezing, and shall have the strainer readily accessible for cleaning without 

removing the regulator  or strainer body or disconnecting the supply piping. Pipe size determinations shall be based on 80 percent of the reduced pressure where using Table 

610.4. An approved expansion tank shall be installed in the cold water distribution piping downstream of each such regulator to prevent pressure exceeding 80 psi from 

developing due to thermal expansion. Expansion tanks used in potable water systems intended to supply drinking water shall comply with NSF/ANSI/CAN 61. The expansion 

tank shall be properly sized, securely fastened to the structure, and installed in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions and listing. Systems designed by a 

licensed plumbing contractor or registered design professionals shall be permitted to use approved pressure relief valves in lieu of expansion tanks provided such relief 

valves have a maximum pressure relief setting of 100 psi (689 kPa) or less. 



Expansion Tanks, and 

Combination Temperature and 

Pressure-Relief Valves. 

608.3 608.3 
Updated code language, and New 

Reference location 
Accept Change    

608.3 Expansion Tanks, and Combination Temperature and Pressure-Relief Valves. A water system provided with a check valve, backflow preventer, or other normally 

closed device that prevents dissipation of building pressure back into the water main, independent of the type of water heater used, shall be provided with an approved, listed, 

and adequately sized expansion tank or other approved device having a similar function to control thermal expansion. Pre-pressurized water expansion tanks shall comply 

with IAPMO/ANSI Z1088. Such expansion tank or other approved device shall be installed on the building side of the check valve, backflow preventer, or other device and 

shall be sized, securely fastened to the structure, and installed in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions. A water system containing storage water 

heating equipment shall be provided with an approved, listed, adequately sized combination temperature and pressure-relief valve, except for listed non-storage 

instantaneous heaters having an inside diameter of not more than 3 inches (80 mm). Each such approved combination temperature and pressure-relief valve shall be 

installed on the water-heating device in an approved location based on its listing requirements and the manufacturerôs installation instructions. Each such combination 

temperature and pressure-relief valve shall be provided with a drain in accordance with Section 608.5.Exception: An expansion tank shall not be required for an 

instantaneous non-storage water heater. 

Vacuum Relief Valves 608.7 608.7 New Reference location Accept Change    

608.7 Vacuum Relief Valves. Where a hot-water storage tank or an indirect water heater is located at an elevation above the fixture outlets in the hot-water system, a 

vacuum relief valve that complies with ANSI Z21.22/CSA 4.4 shall be installed on the storage tank or heater. 

Hot-Water Recirculating 

Pumps 
(N/A) 609.8.3 

New section to protect health and 

safety 
Accept Change    

609.8.3 Hot-Water Recirculating Pumps. For healthcare facilities, long term care facilities, hotels, or motels, devices that automatically turn off the recirculation pump(s) 

shall not be required. 



Water Supply Fixture Units 610.3 610.3 Updated Code Language  Accept Change    

 

Scale Reduction Devices 611.1.2 611.1.2 New Reference location Accept Change    

611.1.2 Scale Reduction Devices. Scale reduction devices shall comply with IAPMO/ANSI Z601. 

Air Gap Discharge 611.2 611.2 New Reference location Accept Change    

611.2 Air Gap Discharge. Discharge from drinking water treatment units shall enter the drainage system through an air gap in accordance with Table 603.3.1 or an air gap 

device that complies with Table 603.2, NSF/ANSI 58, or IAPMO PS 65. 



SIZING OF RESIDENTIAL 

WATER SOFTENERS4 
611.4 611.4 Updated New Note  Accept Change    

 

 

For SI units: 1 inch = 25 mm 

Notes: 

1 Installation of a kitchen sink and dishwasher, laundry sink, and automatic clothes washer permitted without additional size increase. 

2 An additional water closet and lavatory permitted. 

3 Over four bathroom groups, the softener size shall be engineered for the specific installation. 

4 See also Appendix A, Recommended Rules for Sizing the Water Supply System, and Appendix C, Alternate Plumbing Systems, for alternate methods of sizing water supply 

systems. 

Where Required 612.1 612.1 New Reference location 

Adopt with 

existing 

amendment  

  

612.1 Where Required. Where residential sprinkler systems are required in one and two-family dwellings or townhouses, the systems shall be installed by personnel, 

installer, or both, certified in accordance with ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI Series 7000 in accordance with this section or NFPA 13D. This section shall be considered equivalent to 

NFPA 13D. Partial residential sprinkler systems shall be permitted to be installed in buildings not required to be equipped with a residential sprinkler system. 

DRINKING WATER 

TREATMENT UNITS 

TABLE 

611.1 
TABLE 611.1 Updated Code language Accept Change    

 



Chapter 7 Sanitary Drainage 

 

MAXIMUM UNIT LOADING 
AND MAXIMUM LENGTH OF 
DRAINAGE AND VENT 
PIPING 

TABLE 
703.2 

TABLE 
703.2 

Updated Code Language Accept Change    

 

For SI units: 1 inch = 25 mm, 1 foot = 304.8 mm 

Notes: 

1 Excluding trap arm. 

2 Except for sinks, urinals, and dishwashers ï exceeding 1 fixture unit. 

3 Except for six-unit traps or water closets. 

4 Not to exceed six water closets or five six-unit traps. 

5 Based on 1ù4 inch per foot (20.8 mm/m) slope. For 1ù8 of an inch per foot (10.4 mm/m) slope, multiply horizontal fixture units by a factor of 0.8. 

6 The diameter of an individual vent shall be not less than 11ù4 inches (32 mm) nor less than one-half the diameter of the drain to which it is connected. Fixture unit 
load values for drainage and vent piping shall be computed from Table 702.1 and Table 702.2. Not to exceed one-third of the total permitted length of a vent shall be 
permitted to be installed in a horizontal position. Where vents are increased one pipe size for their entire length, the maximum length limitations specified in this table 
do not apply. This table is in accordance with the requirements of Section 901.3. 

7 Up to 8 public lavatories are permitted to be installed on a 11ù2 inch (40 mm) vertical branch or horizontal sanitary branch sloped at 1ù4 inch per foot (20.8 mm/m). 

Plastic Pipe to Other Materials 705.10.3 705.10.3 
New Reference location in updated 
code language 

Accept Change    

705.10.3 Plastic Pipe to Other Materials. Where connecting plastic pipe to other types of plastic or other types of piping material; approved listed adapter or transition 
fittings and listed for the specific transition intended shall be used. Except as provided in Section 705.9.4, PVC and ABS pipe and fittings shall not be solvent welded to 
any other unlike material. 



CLEANOUT MATERIALS FOR 
DRAIN, WASTE, AND VENT 

TABLE 
707.2 

TABLE 
707.2 

New Reference location Accept Change    

 

Load Rated Cover (N/A) 707.4.1 New Section added Accept Change    

707.4.1 Load Rated Cover. Cleanout floor covers and top rims meant to take loads shall be rated for the loading in accordance with ASME A112.36.2M. 

General 708.1 708.1 
Update Code language and 
requirements 

Accept Change    

708.1 General. Building drain and other horizontal drainage piping shall be run in practical alignment and a uniform slope of not less than 1ù4 inch per foot (20.8 mm/m) or 2 
percent toward the point of disposal. Where it is impractical due to the depth of the street sewer, structural features, or to the arrangement of a building or structure to obtain a 
slope of 1ù4 inch per foot (20.8 mm/m) or 2 percent, building drain piping 4 inches (100 mm) or larger in diameter shall be permitted to have a slope of not less than 1ù8 inch 
per foot (10.4 mm/m) or 1 percent, when first approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

Backwater Valves 710.9 710.6 Reference location update Accept Change    

710.6 Backwater Valves. Backwater valves, gate valves, fullway ball valves, unions, motors, compressors, air tanks, and other mechanical devices required by this section 
shall be located where they will be accessible for inspection and repair and, unless continuously exposed, shall be enclosed in a masonry pit fitted with an adequately sized 
removable cover. Backwater valves shall comply with ASME A112.14.1 or IAPMO IGC 305, and have bodies of cast-iron, plastic, copper alloy, or other approved materials; 
shall have noncorrosive bearings, seats, and self-aligning discs; and shall be constructed to ensure a positive mechanical seal. Such backwater valves shall remain open 
during periods of low flows to avoid screening of solids and shall not restrict capacities or cause excessive turbulence during peak loads. Unless otherwise listed, valve 
access covers shall be bolted type with gasket, and each valve shall bear the manufacturerôs name cast into the body and the cover. 

Alarm 710.9 710.9 Code Language update Accept Change    

710.9 Alarm. Such sumps and receiving tanks shall be automatically discharged and, wherein a ñpublic useò occupancy, shall be provided with dual pumps or ejectors 
arranged to function alternately in normal use and independently. Such pumps shall be capable of running continuously in case of overload or mechanical failure of one of the 
pumps or ejectors. The pumps shall have an audio and visual alarm, readily accessible, that signals pump failure or an overload condition. The lowest inlet shall have a 
clearance of not less than 2 inches (51 mm) from the high-water or ñstartingò level of the sump. 

Private 713.2 713.2 Code Language update Do Not Adopt    

713.2 Private Sewage Disposal System. Where no public sewer intended to serve a lot or premises is available in a thoroughfare or right of way abutting such lot or 
premises, drainage piping from a building or works shall be connected to a private sewage disposal system as approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. See Appendix 
H. 

Existing Sewers 715.3 715.3 
Updated Section and new 
reference location 

Do Not Adopt   

715.3 Existing Sewers. Where permitted by the Authority Having Jurisdiction, trenchless methods of rehabilitation of existing building sewer and building storm sewers shall 
be installed in accordance with Section 715.3.1 or Section 715.3.2. 



Sewer Pipe Lining (N/A) 715.3.1 
New section with specific 
requirements to  piping lining 

Do Not Adopt   

715.3.1 Sewer Pipe Lining. For trenchless installation of resin-impregnated flexible tubing to line existing building sewers and building storm sewers installation shall be in 
accordance with ASTM F1216, ASTM F2561, ASTM F2599, or ASTM F3240. 

Sewer Pipe Replacement. (N/A) 715.3.2 
Requirements for sewer pipe 
trenchless  installation 

Do Not Adopt   

715.3.2 Sewer Pipe Replacement. For trenchless installation of polyethylene (PE) pipe using the pipe bursting method to replace existing building sewers and building storm 
sewers materials shall be in accordance with ASTM F714. 

Slope 718.1  718.1  
incorporates fixture unit loading 
limits from Table 717.1 

Do Not Adopt   

718.1 Slope. Building sewers shall be run in practical alignment and at a uniform slope of not less than 1ù4 inch per foot (20.8 mm/m) toward the point of disposal. 

Exception: Where approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction and where it is impractical, due to the depth of the street sewer, the structural features or the 
arrangement of a building or structure, to obtain a slope of 1ù4 inch per foot (20.8 mm/m), piping 4 inches (100 mm) through 6 inches (150 mm) shall be permitted 
to have a slope of not less than 1ù8 inch per foot (10.4 mm/m) and piping 8 inches (200 mm) and larger shall be permitted to have a slope of not less than 1ù16 inch 
per foot (5.2 mm/m). The maximum and minimum fixture unit loading shall be in accordance with Table 717.1. 

Chapter 8 Indirect Wastes 

 

Pipe Size and Length 803.3 803.3 

The update clarifies venting 
requirements by separating 
sentences for readability without 
changing technical requirements. 

Accept Change    

803.3 Pipe Size and Length. Except as hereinafter provided, the size of indirect waste piping shall be in accordance with other sections of this code applicable to drainage 

and vent piping. No vent from indirect waste piping shall combine with a sewer-connected vent. Vents from indirect waste piping shall extend separately to the outside air. 

Indirect waste pipes exceeding 5 feet (1524 mm), but less than 15 feet (4572 mm) in length shall be directly trapped, but such traps need not be vented. 

Non-Classed Apparatus 807.1 807.1 Update requirement for air break Accept Change    

807.1 Non-Classed Apparatus. Commercial dishwashing machines, silverware washing machines, and other appliances, devices, equipment, or other apparatus not 

regularly classed as plumbing fixtures, which are equipped with pumps, drips, or drainage outlets, shall be permitted to be drained by indirect waste pipes discharging through 

an air break into an approved type of open receptor. 

Domestic Dishwashing 
Machine 

807.3 807.3 Updated requirements on dishwasher Accept Change    

807.3 Domestic Dishwashing Machine. No domestic dishwashing machine shall be directly connected to a drainage system or food waste disposer without the use of an 

approved dishwasher air gap fitting on the discharge side of the dishwashing machine. Listed dishwasher air gap fittings shall be installed with the flood-level (FL) marking at 

or above the flood level of the sink or drainboard, whichever is higher. 



General 809.1 809.1 Updated requirements on air break Accept Change    

809.1 General. Drinking fountains shall be permitted to be installed with indirect wastes through an air break. 

Condensate Control 814.2 814.2 Updated requirements to follow Accept Change    

814.2 Condensate Control. Where any equipment or appliance is installed in a space where damage is capable of resulting from condensate overflow, a drain line shall be 

provided and shall be drained in accordance with Section 814.1. An additional protection method for condensate overflow shall be provided in accordance with one of the 

following: 

(1) A water level detecting device that will shut off the equipment or appliance in the event the primary drain is blocked. Such detecting device shall be in accordance with the 

manufacturerôs installation instructions. 

(2) An additional watertight pan of corrosion-resistant material, with a separate drain line, installed beneath the cooling coil, unit, or the appliance to catch the overflow 

condensate due to a clogged primary condensate drain. 

(3) An additional separate drain line at a level that is higher than the primary drain line connection of the drain pan. 

(4) An additional watertight pan of corrosion-resistant material with a water level detection device installed beneath the cooling coil, unit, or the appliance to catch the overflow 

condensate due to a clogged primary condensate drain and to shut off the equipment. 

The additional pan or the additional drain line connection shall be provided with a drainpipe of not less than 3ù4 of an inch (20 mm) nominal pipe size, discharging at a point 

that is readily observed. 

MINIMUM CONDENSATE 

PIPE SIZE 

                    

TABLE 

814.3 

                    

TABLE 

814.3 

Updated Air-condition 

requirements 
Accept Change    

 

The size of condensate waste pipes is for one unit or a combination of units, or as recommended by the manufacturer. The capacity of waste pipes assumes a 1ù8 inch per 

foot (10.4 mm/m) or 1 percent slope, with the pipe running threequarters full at the following pipe conditions: 

 

Condensate drain sizing for other slopes or other conditions shall be approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. Air-conditioning waste pipes, 1ı of an inch (32 mm) and 

larger in size, shall be constructed of materials specified in Chapter 7. Condensate waste piping less than 1ı of an inch (32 mm) in size shall be permitted to be PVC, CPVC, 

PE, PP, copper, or other rigid materials approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 



Appliance Condensate 

Drains 
814.4 814.4 Requirements for indirect waist  Accept Change    

814.4 Appliance Condensate Drains. Condensate drain lines from individual condensing appliances shall be sized as required by the manufacturerôs instructions. 

Condensate drain lines serving more than one appliance connecting to a common indirect waste pipe shall have the connections to the indirect waste pipe protected by a 

sanitary waste valve complying with ASME A112.18.8, condensate trap complying with IAPMO IGC 196, or trap with a trap primer. 

Point of Discharge 814.5 814.5 
Updated code language for 

discharge on Air condition 
Accept Change    

814.5 Point of Discharge. Air-conditioning condensate waste pipes shall connect indirectly to the drainage system through an air gap or air break to trapped and vented 

receptors, dry wells, mop sinks, leach pits, or the tailpiece of plumbing fixtures. An individual condensate drain shall be trapped in accordance with the appliance 

manufacturerôs instructions or in accordance with Section 814.4. 

Chapter 9 Vents 

 

Location of Opening 905.5 905.5 Added Exception for water heaters Accept Change    

905.5 Location of Opening. The vent pipe opening from soil or waste pipe shall not be below the weir of the trap. Exception: Water closets and similar fixtures. 

Frost or Snow Closure 906.7 906.7 
Updated code requirement to 3 
inches 

Accept Change    

906.7 Frost or Snow Closure. Where frost or snow closure is likely to occur in locations having minimum design temperature below 0°F (-17.8°C), vent terminals shall be 
not less than 3 inches (76 mm) in diameter, but in no event smaller than the required vent pipe. The change in diameter shall be made inside the building not less than 1 foot 
(305mm) below the roof in an insulated space and terminate not less than 10 inches (254 mm) above the roof, or in accordance with the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

Connections and Size 910.4 910.4 
Updating Title, and requirement angle 
connection 

Accept Change    

910.4 Connections and Size. Branches serving traps shall connect to the main line at an angle not exceeding 2 percent. Each waste pipe and each trap in such a system 
shall be not less than two pipe sizes exceeding the sizes required by Chapter 7 of this code, and not less than two pipe sizes exceeding a fixture tailpiece or connection. 

Circuit Vent Permitted. 911.1 911.1 
Requirement for wall hung water 
closet update.  

Adopt with 
existing 
amendment  

  

911.1 Circuit Vent Permitted. A maximum of eight floor outlet water closets, showers, bathtubs, or floor drains connected to a horizontal branch shall be permitted to be 
circuit vented. Each trap arm shall connect horizontally to the horizontal branch being circuit vented in accordance with Table 1002.2. The horizontal branch shall be classified 
as a drain and a vent from the most downstream trap arm connection to the most upstream trap arm connection to the horizontal branch. 

Exception: Back-outlet and wall-hung water closets shall be permitted to be circuit vented provided that no floor-outlet fixtures are connected to the same horizontal branch. 
Back-outlet and wall-hung water closets shall connect horizontally to the horizontal circuit vented drain. 

Chapter 10 Traps and Interceptors 

 

Where Required 1001.2 1001.2 Code language update Accept Change    

1001.2 Where Required. Each plumbing fixture shall be separately trapped by an approved type of liquid seal trap. This section shall not apply to fixtures with integral traps. 

Not more than one trap shall be permitted on a trap arm. Food waste disposers installed with a set of restaurant, commercial, or industrial sinks shall be connected to a 

separate trap. Each domestic clothes washer and each laundry sink shall be connected to a separate and independent trap, except that a trap serving a laundry sink shall 

also be permitted to receive the waste from a clothes washer set adjacent to it. The vertical distance between a fixture outlet and the trap weir shall be as short as practicable, 

but in no case shall the tailpiece exceed 24 inches (610 mm) in length. One trap shall be permitted to serve a set of not more than three single compartment sinks or laundry 

sinks of the same depth or three lavatories immediately adjacent to each other and in the same room where the waste outlets are not more than 30 inches (762 mm) apart, 

and the trap is centrally located where three compartments are installed. 



HORIZONTAL LENGTHS OF 
TRAP ARMS 

(EXCEPT FOR WATER 
CLOSETS AND SIMILAR 
FIXTURES)1, 2, 3 

TABLE 
1002.2 

TABLE 
1002.2 

Updated code notes to include ne 
note for showers and similar fixtures. 

Accept Change    

                                     TABLE 1002.2 

          HORIZONTAL LENGTHS OF TRAP ARMS 

(EXCEPT FOR WATER CLOSETS AND SIMILAR FIXTURES)1, 2, 3 

   

For SI units: 1 inch = 25.4 mm 

Notes: 

1 Maintain 1ù4 inch per foot slope (20.8 mm/m). 

2 The developed length between the trap of a water closet or similar fixture (measured from the face of the closet flange to the inner edge of the vent) and its vent shall not 

exceed 6 feet (1829 mm). 

3 Horizontally wet vented bathtubs, showers and similar fixtures shall be limited to a maximum of 6 feet (1829 mm) for 1İ inch (40 mm) fixture drains and 8 feet (2438 mm) 

for 2 inch (50 mm) fixture drains, maintaining ı inch per foot slope (20.8 mm/m). 

Trap Seal Primers 1007.2 1007.2 New Requirements from ASSE  Accept Change    

1007.2 Trap Seal Primers. Potable water supply trap seal primer valves shall comply with ASSE 1018. Drainage or electronic design type trap seal primer devices shall 

comply with ASSE 1044 or IAPMO PS 76. 

Where Required 1009.1 1009.1 Reference to new Created table Accept Change    

1009.1 Where Required. Interceptors (clarifiers) (including grease, oil, sand, solid interceptors, etc.) shall be required by the Authority Having Jurisdiction where they are 

necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease, flammable wastes, sand, solids, acid or alkaline substances, or other ingredients harmful to the 

building drainage system, the public or private sewer, or to public or private sewage disposal. A list of acceptable interceptor standards is referenced in Table 1009.1. 



APPROVED 

INTERCEPTORS 

(CLARIFIERS 

(N/A) 

                      

TABLE 

1009.1 

New Created Table Accept Change    

                      TABLE 1009.1 

APPROVED INTERCEPTORS (CLARIFIERS 

  

General 1014.1 1014.1 
Updated Reference location for 

grease interceptors. 
Accept Change    

1014.1 General. Where it is determined by the Authority Having Jurisdiction that waste pretreatment is required, an approved type of grease interceptor(s) shall comply with 

ASME A112.14.3, ASME A112.14.4, CSA B481, ANSI/CAN/IAPMO Z1001, PDI G-101, or PDI G-102, and sized in accordance with Section 1014.2.1 or Section 1014.3.6, 

shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturerôs installation instructions to receive the drainage from fixtures or equipment that produce grease-laden waste. Grease-

laden waste fixtures shall include, but not be limited to, sinks and drains, such as floor drains, floor sinks, and other fixtures or equipment in serving establishments, such as 

restaurants, cafes, lunch counters, cafeterias, bars and clubs, hotels, hospitals, sanitariums, factory or school kitchens, or other establishments where grease is introduced 

into the drainage or sewage system in quantities that can effect line stoppage or hinder sewage treatment or private sewage disposal systems. A combination of 

hydromechanical, gravity grease interceptors and engineered systems shall be allowed to meet this code and other applicable requirements of the Authority Having 

Jurisdiction where space or existing physical constraints of existing buildings necessitate such installations. A grease interceptor shall not be required for individual dwelling 

units or private living quarters. Water closets, urinals, and other plumbing fixtures conveying human waste shall not drain into or through the grease interceptor. 

 

1014.3.4 Location. Each grease interceptor shall be so installed and connected that it shall be easily accessible for inspection, cleaning, and removal of the intercepted 

grease. A gravity grease interceptor that complies with ANSI/CAN/IAPMO Z1001 shall not be installed in a building where food is handled. Location of the grease interceptor 

shall meet the approval of the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

Construction 

Requirements 
1014.3.5 1014.3.5 Updated code language  Accept Change    

1014.3.5 Construction Requirements. Gravity grease interceptors shall be designed to remove grease from effluent and shall be sized in accordance with this section. 

Gravity grease interceptors shall also be designed to retain grease until accumulations can be removed by pumping the interceptor. When provided, a sample box shall be 

located at the outlet end of gravity grease interceptors so that the Authority Having Jurisdiction can periodically sample effluent quality. 



Interceptors Required 1017.1 1017.1 
Updated to separate into another 

section. 
Accept Change    

1017.1 Interceptors Required. Repair garages and gasoline stations with grease racks or grease pits, and factories that have oily, flammable, or both types of wastes as a 

result of manufacturing, storage, maintenance, repair, or testing processes, shall be provided with an oil or flammable liquid interceptor. Floor drains in such locations shall be 

connected directly to oil and flammable liquid interceptors. 

Interceptor Design 

Alternatives 
(N/A) 1017.2 New Section Accept Change    

1017.2 Interceptor Design Alternatives. Oil interceptors shall comply with IAPMO IGC 183 or be in accordance with Section 1017.3 through Section 1017.4. 

Interceptor Details 1017.2 1017.3 Updated Code requirements  Accept Change    

1017.3 Interceptor Details. Oil and flammable liquid interceptors shall be in accordance with the following: 

(1) The separation or vapor compartment shall be independently vented to the outer air. Where two or more separation or vapor compartments are used, each shall be vented 

to the outer air or shall be permitted to connect to a header that is installed at a minimum of 6 inches (152 mm) above the spill line of the lowest floor drain and vented 

independently to the outer air. 

(2) The minimum size of a flammable vapor vent shall be not less than 2 inches (50 mm), and, where vented through a sidewall, the vent shall be not less than 10 feet (3048 

mm) above the adjacent level at an approved location. 

(3) The interceptor shall be vented on the sewer side and shall not connect to a flammable vapor vent. Oil and flammable interceptors shall be provided with gastight cleanout 

covers that shall be readily accessible. 

(4) The waste line shall be not less than 3 inches (80 mm) in diameter with a full-size cleanout to grade. 

(5) Where an interceptor is provided with an overflow, it shall be provided with an overflow line [not less than 2 inches (50 mm) in diameter] to an approved waste oil tank 

having a minimum capacity of 550 gallons (2082 L) and meeting the requirements of the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

(a) The waste oil from the separator shall flow by gravity or shall be pumped to a higher elevation by an automatic pump. 

(b) Pumps shall be adequately sized and accessible. 

(c) Waste oil tanks shall have a 2 inch (50 mm) minimum pump-out connection at grade and an 11ù2 inch (40 mm) minimum vent to atmosphere at an approved location not 

less than 10 feet (3048 mm) above grade. 

Design of Interceptors. 1017.2 1017.4 
Moved locations and updated code 

language 
Accept Change    

1017.4 Design of Interceptors. Each manufactured interceptor that is rated shall be stamped or labeled by the manufacturer with an indication of its full discharge rate in 
gpm (L/s). The following shall apply: 
(1) The full discharge rate to such an interceptor shall be determined at full flow. Each interceptor shall be rated equal to or greater than the incoming flow and shall be 
provided with an overflow line to an underground tank. 
(2) Interceptors not rated by the manufacturer shall have a depth of not less than 2 feet (610 mm) below the invert of the discharge drain. The outlet opening shall have not 
less than an 18 inch (457 mm) water seal and shall have a minimum capacity as follows: 
(a) Where not more than three motor vehicles are serviced, stored, or both, interceptors shall have a minimum capacity of 6 cubic feet (0.2 m3), and 1 cubic foot (0.03 m3) of 
capacity shall be added for each vehicle up to 10 vehicles. 
(b) Above 10 vehicles, the Authority Having Jurisdiction shall determine the size of the interceptor required. 
(c) Where vehicles are serviced and not stored, interceptor capacity shall be based on a net capacity of 1cubic foot (0.03 m3) for each 100 square feet (9.29m2) of the 
surface to be drained into the interceptor, with a minimum of 6 cubic feet (0.2 m3). 



 Chapter 11 Storm Drainage 

 

Rain Leaders and Conductors 1101.13.1 1101.13.1 Updated code language  
Adopt with 
existing 
amendment  

  

1101.13.1 Rain Leaders and Conductors. Rain leaders and conductors connected to a building storm sewer shall have a cleanout installed at the base of the leader or 
conductor before it connects to the horizontal drain. 

Chapter 12 Fuel Gas Piping 

 This Chapter is not adopted per RCW 19.27.031 

Chapter 13 Health Care Facilities and Medical Gas and Medical Vacuum Systems 

 

Where Required 1301.4 1301.4 New Reference location Accept Change    

1301.4 Where Required. Construction and equipment requirements shall be applied only to new construction and new equipment, except as modified in individual sections of 
this chapter. {NFPA 99:1.3.2} 

Risk Categories 1302.1 1302.1 Updating to include all activities Accept Change    

1302.1 Risk Categories. All activities, as well as systems or equipment that are new or altered, shall be designed to meet Category 1 through Category 4 requirements, as 
detailed in this chapter. {NFPA 99:4.1} 

STANDARD DESIGNATION 
COLORS AND OPERATING 
PRESSURES FOR GAS AND 
VACUUM SYSTEMS 

                                                                                 
TABLE 
1305.1 

                                                                                 
TABLE 
1305.1 

Updated the Standard gauge 
pressures limits.  

Accept Change    

                                                                                 TABLE 1305.1 

STANDARD DESIGNATION COLORS AND OPERATING PRESSURES FOR GAS AND VACUUM SYSTEMS 

                                                                        [NFPA 99: TABLE 5.1.11] 

  



Pressure Relief Valves 1308.2 1308.2 
They added size requirement for note 
5, and clarified code language on 
note 6 

Accept Change    

1308.2 Pressure Relief Valves. All pressure relief valves 

shall meet the following requirements:  
(1) They shall be of brass, bronze, or stainless steel construction. 
(2) They shall be designed for the specific gas service. 
(3) They shall have a relief pressure setting not higher than the maximum allowable working pressure (MAWP) of the component with the lowest working pressure rating in 
the portion of the system being protected. 
(4) They shall be vented to the outside of the building, except that relief valves for compressed air systems having less than 3000 cubic feet (84 950 L) at STP shall be 
permitted to be diffused locally by means that will not restrict the flow. 
(5) They shall have a vent discharge line that is not smaller than the size of the relief valve outlet or Ĳ NPS (20 mm), whichever is larger. 
(6) Where two or more relief valves discharge into a common vent line, the internal cross-sectional area of the common line shall be not less than the aggregate cross-
sectional area of all relief valve vent discharge lines served. 
(7) They shall not discharge into locations creating potential hazards. 
(8) They shall have the discharge terminal turned down and screened to prevent the entry of rain, snow, or vermin. 
(9) They shall be designed in accordance with ASME B31.3.[NFPA 99:5.1.3.5.6.1] 

Supply Air Quality 1309.6 1309.6 Updated Code Language  Accept Change    

1309.6 Supply Air Quality. The supply air to the concentrator(s) shall be of a quality to ensure the oxygen concentrator unit can produce oxygen complying with Section 

1309.1 and shall not be subject to normally anticipated contamination (e.g., vehicle or other exhausts, gas leakage, discharge from vents, flooding). [NFPA 99:5.1.3.9.1.6] 

Electrical Components 1309.7 1309.7 Updated Code Language Accept Change    

1309.7 Electrical Components. The oxygen concentrator supply unit and any associated electrical equipment shall be provided with, at a minimum, the following electrical 
components: 

(1) Either a disconnect switch for each major electrical component or a single disconnect that deactivates all electrical components in the concentrator unit. 

(2) Motor starting devices with overload protection for any component with an electrical motor over 2 hp (1.5 kW). [NFPA 99:5.1.3.9.1.7] 



Location 1311.4 1311.4 
Adding WAGD discharge to the 
requirement  

Accept Change    

1311.4 Location. Medical air intakes shall be located as follows: 

(1) The medical air intake shall be located a minimum of 25 feet (7620 mm) from ventilating system exhausts, fuel storage vents, combustion vents, 
plumbing vents, vacuum and WAGD discharges, or areas that can collect vehicular exhausts or other noxious fumes. 

(2) The medical air intake shall be located a minimum of 20 feet (6096 mm) above ground level. 

(3) The medical air intake shall be located a minimum of 10 feet (3048 mm) from any door, window, or other opening in the building. [NFPA 
99:5.1.3.6.3.11(B-D)] 

Vacuum Filtration 1312.4 1312.4 
Putting in information about ring 
pumps, Upgrading efficiency to .3 
from .03 

Accept Change    

1312.4 Vacuum Filtration. Central supply systems for vacuum other than liquid ring pumps shall be provided with inlet filtration with the following characteristics: 

(1) Filtration shall be at least duplex to allow one filter to be exchanged without impairing the vacuum system. 

(2) Filtration shall be located on the patient side of the vacuum producer. 

(3) Filters shall be efficient to 0.3 ɛ and 99.97 percent HEPA or better, per DOE-STD-3020. 

(4) Filtration shall be sized for 100 percent of the peak calculated demand while one filter or filter bundle is isolated. 

(5) It shall be permitted to group multiple filters into bundles to achieve the required capacities. 

(6) The system shall be provided with isolation valves on the source side of each filter or filter bundle and isolation valves on the patient side of each filter or filter bundle, 
permitting the filters to be isolated without shutting off flow to the central supply system. 

(7) A means shall be available to allow the user to observe any accumulations of liquids.  

(8) A vacuum relief petcock shall be provided to allow vacuum to be relieved in the filter canister during filter replacement. 

(9) Filter elements and canisters shall be permitted to be constructed of materials as deemed suitable by the manufacturer. 

(10) In normal operation, one filter or filter bundle shall be isolated from the system to be available for service should a blockage in the operating filter occur or rotation 

of the filters be desired after filter element exchange.[NFPA 99:5.1.3.7.4] 

Multiple Pumps 1313.5 1313.5 Code language update Accept Change    

1313.5 Multiple Pumps. Vacuum exhausts from multiple pumps shall be permitted to be joined together to one common exhaust where the following conditions are met: 

(1) The common exhaust is sized to minimize back pressure in accordance with the pump manufacturerôs recommendations. 

(2) Each pump can be isolated by manual or check valve, blind flange, or tube cap to prevent open exhaust piping when the pump(s) is removed for service from consequent 
flow of exhaust air into the room. [NFPA 99:5.1.3.7.7.6] 

Valve Types 1314.5 1314.5 
Referenced updated table, and added 
2 new conditions  

Accept Change    



1314.5 Valve Types. New or replacement valves shall be permitted to be of any type as long as they meet the following conditions: 
(1) They have a minimum Cv factor in accordance with Table 1314.5(1) or Table 1314.5(2). 
(2) They use a quarter turn to off. 
(3) They are constructed of materials suitable for the service. 
(4) They are provided with copper tube extensions by the manufacturer for brazing or with corrugated medical tubing (CMT) fittings. 
(5) They indicate to the operator if the valve is open or closed. 
(6) They permit in-line serviceability. 
(7) They are cleaned for oxygen service by the manufacturer 
if used for any positive-pressure service. 
(8) They have threaded purge ports on the patient side and the source side. 
(9) They have a minimum working pressure equal to or greater than the relief valve protecting the piping system on which the valve is installed for any positive-pressure 
service. [NFPA 99:5.1.4.1.6] 

POSITIVE PRESSURE 
GASES 

                 
TABLE 

1314.5(1) 

                 
TABLE 

1314.5(1) 
Updated title  Accept Change    

                 TABLE 1314.5(1) 

       POSITIVE PRESSURE GASES 

       [NFPA 99: TABLE 5.1.4.1.6(a)] 

 

     VACUUM AND WAGD (N/A) 
TABLE 

1314.5(2) 
New table added Accept Change    



                     

Readily Accessible 1314.10.1 1314.10.1 
Updated code language, and added a 
new requirement 

Accept Change    

1314.10.1 Readily Accessible. A zone valve in each medical gas or vacuum line shall be provided for each Category 1 space and anesthetizing location for moderate 

sedation, deep sedation, or general anesthesia specific for the occupancy, and shall be located as follows: 

(1) They are installed immediately outside the area controlled. 

(2) They are installed where they are visible and accessible at all times. [NFPA 99:5.1.4.6.2] 

Category 1 1317.1 1317.1 Updated code language Accept Change    

1317.1 Category 1. All master, area, and local alarm systems used for medical gas and vacuum systems shall include the following: 

(1) Separate visual indicators for each condition monitored, except as permitted in Section 1317.1.2 for local alarms that are displayed on master alarm panels. 

(2) Visual indicators that remain in alarm until the situation that has caused the alarm is resolved. 

(3) Cancelable audible indication of each alarm condition that produces a sound with a minimum level of 80 dBA at 3 feet (914 mm). 

(4) Means to indicate a lamp or LED failure and audible failure. 

(5) Visual and audible indication that the communication with an alarm-initiating device is disconnected. 

(6) Labeling of each indicator, indicating the condition monitored. 

(7) Labeling of each alarm panel for its area of surveillance. 

(8) Reinitiating of the audible signal if another alarm condition occurs while the audible alarm is silenced. 

(9) Power for master alarms, area alarms, sensors, and switches from the life safety branch of the essential electrical system as described in NFPA 99. 

(10) Power for local alarms, dew point sensors, and carbon monoxide sensors permitted to be from the same essential electrical branch as is used to power the air 
compressor system. 

(11) Where used for communications, wiring from switches or sensors that is supervised or protected as required by NFPA 70 for life safety and critical branches circuits in 
which protection is any of the following types: 

(a) Conduit 

(b) Free air 

(c) Wire 

(d) Cable tray 



(e) Raceways 

(12) Communication devices that do not use electrical wiring for signal transmission and are supervised such that failure of communication initiates an alarm. 

(13) Assurance by the responsible authority of the facility that the labeling of alarms, where room numbers or designations are used, is accurate and up-to-date. 

(14) Provisions for automatic restart after a power loss of 10 seconds (e.g., during generator start-up) without giving false signals or requiring manual reset. 

(15) Alarm switches/sensors installed so as to be removable and accessible for service and testing. [NFPA 99:5.1.9.1] 

Medical Vacuum Systems 1320.2.1 1320.2.1 Updated to add WAGD Accept Change    

1320.2.1 Medical Vacuum Systems. Vacuum systems and WAGD systems fabricated from copper tubing shall be permitted to have branch connections made using 
mechanically formed, drilled, and extruded teebranch connections that are formed in accordance with the tool manufacturerôs instructions. Such branch connections shall be 
joined by brazing, as described in Section 1321.0. [NFPA 99:5.1.10.3.3] 

Cut Ends 1321.7.2 1321.7.2 Updated code language Accept Change    

1321.7.2 Cut Ends. The cut ends of the tube shall be rolled smooth or deburred with a sharp, clean deburring tool, taking care to prevent chips from entering the tube. 

[NFPA 99:5.1.10.4.2.3] 

On-Site Recleaning 1321.8.7 1321.8.7 Updated code language Accept Change    

1321.8.7 On-Site Recleaning. The interior surfaces of tube ends, fittings, and other components that were cleaned for oxygen service by the manufacturer, but that became 
contaminated prior to being installed, shall be permitted to be recleaned on-site by the installer by thoroughly scrubbing the interior surfaces with a clean, hot waterïalkaline 
solution, such as sodium carbonate or trisodium phosphate, using a solution of 1 pound (0.5 kg) of sodium carbonate or trisodium phosphate to 3 gallons (11 L) of potable 
water, and thoroughly rinsing them with clean, hot, potable water. Other aqueous cleaning solutions shall be permitted to be used for on-site recleaning permitted in this 
section, provided that they are in accordance with the mandatory requirements of CGA G-4.1. [NFPA99:5.1.10.4.3.10,5.1.10.4.3.11] 

Axially Swaged Fittings. 1322.4 1322.4 Updated code language Accept Change    

1322.4 Axially Swaged Fittings. Axially swaged fittings providing metal-to-metal seals, suitable for service at 300 psig (2070 kPa) and able to withstand a temperature of 
1000ÁF (538ÁC) and that, when complete, are permanent and non-separable shall be permitted to be used to join copper or stainless steel tube. Axially swaged fittings shall 
be installed by qualified technicians in accordance with the manufacturerôs instructions. [NFPA 99:5.1.10.7.1, 5.1.10.7.2] 

Qualifications of Installers 1323.10 1323.10 Updated reference location Accept Change    

1323.10 Qualifications of Installers. The installation of medical gas and vacuum systems shall be made by qualified, competent technicians who are experienced in 
performing such installations, including all personnel who actually install the piping system. Installers of medical gas and vacuum piped distribution systems, all appurtenant 
piping supporting pump and compressor source systems, and appurtenant piping supporting source gas manifold systems not including permanently installed bulk source 
systems, shall be certified in accordance with ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI 6010. [NFPA 99:5.1.10.11.10.1, 5.1.10.11.10.2] 

Pipe Labeling 1323.13.1 1323.13.1 Updated code language  Accept Change    

1323.13.1 Pipe Labeling. Piping shall be labeled by stenciling or adhesive markers that identify the patient medical gas, the medical support gas, or the vacuum system and 
include the following: 
(1) Name of the gas or vacuum system or the chemical symbol per Table 1305.1. 
(2) Gas or vacuum system color code per Table 1305.1. [NFPA 99:5.1.11.1.1] 

Pipe Pressure Labeling 1323.13.2 1323.13.2 
Updated Title and Reference 
location 

Accept Change    

1323.13.2 Pipe Pressure Labeling. Where positive pressure gas piping systems operate at pressures other than the standard gauge pressure in Table 1305.1, the 
operating pressure in addition to the name of the gas shall be labeled. [NFPA 99:5.1.11.1.2] 

Identification of Shutoff 
Valves 

1323.14 1323.14 Added shutoff requirements Accept Change    

1323.14 Identification of Shutoff Valves. Shutoff valves shall be identified with the following: 
(1) Name or chemical symbol for the specific medical gas or vacuum system 
(2) Gas or vacuum system color code in accordance with Table 1305.1 
(3) Room or areas served 
(4) Caution to not close or open the valve except in emergency [NFPA 99:5.1.11.2.1] 

Main Line Valves 1323.14.3 1323.14.3 Updated code language Accept Change    

1323.14.3 Main Line Valves. Main line valves shall be labeled in substance as follows: 
MAIN LINE VALVE FOR THE 
(GAS/VACUUM NAME) 



SERVING (NAME OF THE BUILDING) 
[NFPA 99:5.1.11.2.5] 

Identification 1323.15 1323.15 
Update to medical gas, and table 
requirements  

Accept Change    

1323.15 Identification. Station outlets and inlets shall be identified as to the name or chemical symbol for the specific medical gas or vacuum provided and shall include the 
following:(1) Name of the gas or vacuum system or the chemical symbol in accordance with Table 1305.1 
(2) Gas or vacuum system color code in accordance with Table 1305.1 In sleep labs, where the outlet is downstream of a flow control device, the station outlet identification 
shall include a warning not to use the outlet for ventilating patients. Where medical gas systems operate at pressures other than the standard gauge pressure of 50 psi to 55 
psi (345 kPato 380 kPa) or a gauge pressure of 160 psi to 185 psi (1103kPa to 1275 kPa) for nitrogen, the station outlet identification 
shall include the nonstandard operating pressure in addition to the name of the gas. [NFPA 99:5.1.11.3.1 ï 5.1.11.3.2] 

Time Frame for Testing 1324.5.4.1 1324.5.4.1 
Updated code language and 
reference location  

Accept Change    

1324.5.4.1 Time Frame for Testing. Tests shall be conducted after the final installation of station outlet valve bodies, faceplates, and all other distribution system 
components. [NFPA 99:5.1.12.2.6.1] 

Conclusion of Test 1324.5.4.5 1324.5.4.5 Updated length of testing Accept Change    

1324.5.4.5 Conclusion of Test. The leakage over the 24-hour test shall not exceed 0.5 percent of the starting pressure [e.g., 0.3 psi (2 kPa) starting at 60 psig (414 kPa)] 
except that attributed to specific changes in ambient temperature. [NFPA 99:5.1.12.2.6.5] 

Proof of Testing 1324.5.4.7 1324.5.4.7 Updated Reference location Accept Change    

1324.5.4.7 Proof of Testing. The 24-hour standing pressure test of the positive pressure system shall be witnessed by an ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI 6020 inspector, an 
ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI 6030 verifier, or the Authority Having Jurisdiction or its designee. A form indicating that this test has been performed and witnessed shall be provided to 
the verifier at the start of the tests required in Section 1324.5.7 through Section 1324.5.11. [NFPA 99:5.1.12.2.6.7] 

Conclusion of Test 1324.5.5.5 1324.5.5.5 
Update on reference to the 
standard code language  

Accept Change   

1324.5.5.5 Conclusion of Test. The leakage over the 24-hour test shall not exceed 0.5 percent of the starting pressure [e.g., 0.125 inch (0.3 mm) HgV starting at 25 inches 
(635 mm) HgV] except that attributed to specific changes in ambient temperature. [NFPA 99:5.1.12.2.7.5] 

Inspection Qualification 1324.5.6.2 1324.5.6.2 Update on reference location  Accept Change    

1324.5.6.2 Inspection Qualification. Inspections shall be conducted by a party technically competent and experienced in the field of medical gas and vacuum pipeline 
inspections and testing and meeting the requirements of ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI 6020, or ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI 6030. [NFPA 99:5.1.12.3.1.3] 

Inspections 1324.5.6.5 1324.5.6.5 Update on reference location Accept Change    

1324.5.6.5 Inspections. The initial pressure tests performed by the installing contractor shall be witnessed by an ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI 6020 inspector, an ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI 
6030 verifier, or the Authority Having Jurisdiction or its designee. A form indicating that this test has been performed and witnessed shall be provided to the verifier at the start 
of the tests required in Section 1324.5.7 through Section 1324.5.11. The presence and correctness of labeling and valve tagging required by this code for all concealed 
components and piping distribution systems shall be inspected. [NFPA 99:5.1.12.3.2 ï5.1.12.3.2.2] 

Approved Tester 1324.5.7.2 1324.5.7.2 Update on reference location Accept Change    

1324.5.7.2 Approved Tester. Testing shall be conducted by a party technically competent and experienced in the field of medical gas and vacuum pipeline testing and 
meeting the requirements of ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI 6030, except as required by Section 1324.5.7.3. [NFPA 99:5.1.12.4.1.3] Testing shall be performed by a party other than the 
installing contractor. [NFPA 99:5.1.12.4.1.5] Where systems have not been installed by inhouse personnel, testing shall be permitted by personnel of that organization who 
meet the requirements of Section 1324.5.7.2. [NFPA 99:5.1.12.4.1.6] 

Cryogenic Fluid Testing 1324.5.7.3 1324.5.7.3 Update on reference location Accept Change    

1324.5.7.3 Cryogenic Fluid Testing. Testing of the cryogenic fluid central supply system shall be conducted by a party technically competent and experienced in the field of 
cryogenic fluid systems and meeting the requirements of ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI 6035, in accordance with the mandatory requirements in CGA M-1. [NFPA 99:5.1.12.4.1.4] 

General 1325.1 1325.1 Update on code language  Accept Change    



1325.1 General. Category 2 piped gas or piped vacuum system requirements shall be permitted when all of the following criteria are met: 
(1) Only moderate sedation (as defined in Chapter 2), minimal sedation (as defined in Chapter 2); or no sedation is performed. Deep sedation and general anesthesia shall 
not be permitted. 
(2) The loss of the piped gas or piped vacuum systems is likely to cause minor injury to patients, staff, or visitors.  
(3) The facility piped gas or piped vacuum systems are intended for Category 2 patient care space as defined in Chapter 2. [NFPA 99:5.2.1.2] 

Warning Systems 1325.10 1325.10 Updated title Accept Change    

1325.10 Warning Systems. Warning systems associated with Category 2 systems shall provide the master, area, and local alarm functions of a Category 1 system as 
required in Section 1317.0, except as follows: 
(1) Warning systems shall be permitted to be a single alarm panel. 
(2) The alarm panel shall be located in an area of continuous surveillance while the facility is in operation. 
(3) Pressure and vacuum switches/sensors shall be mounted at the source equipment with a pressure indicator at the master alarm panel. [NFPA 99:5.2.9] 

Category 2 Distribution 1325.11 1325.11 Updated code language  Accept Change    

1325.11 Category 2 Distribution. Category 2 systems shall comply with Section 1318.0 through Section 1323.12.[NFPA 99:5.2.10] 

Performance Criteria and 
Testing 

1325.13 1325.13 Updated to include WAGD Accept Change    

1325.13 Performance Criteria and Testing ð Gas, MedicalïSurgical Vacuum, and WAGD. Category 2 systems shall comply with Section 1324.0. [NFPA 99:5.2.12] 

General 1326.1 1326.1 Update to requirement 1 Accept Change    

1326.1 General. Category 3 piped gas and vacuum systems shall be permitted when all of the following criteria are met: 
(1) Only minimal sedation, as defined in Chapter 2; or no sedation is performed. Deep sedation, moderate sedation, and general anesthesia are not performed. 
(2) The loss of the piped gas and vacuum systems is not likely to cause injury to patients, staff, or visitors, but can cause discomfort. 
(3) The facility piped gas and vacuum systems are intended for Category 3 patient care rooms as defined in Chapter 2. [NFPA 99:5.3.1.2] 

Medical Air Supply Systems 1326.3 1326.3 
Updated two include 8 new 
requirements  

Accept Change    

1326.3 Medical Air Supply Systems. Category 3 central supply systems shall be permitted to consist of the following: 
(1) Gas cylinder or cryogenic liquid container headers in accordance with NFPA 99. 
(2) Oxygen concentrator supply units in accordance with NFPA 99. 
(3) Cylinder manifolds for gas cylinders in accordance with NFPA 99. 
(4) Manifolds for cryogenic liquid containers in accordance with NFPA 99. 
(5) Cryogenic fluid central supply systems in accordance with NFPA 99. 
(6) Medical air compressor systems in accordance with NFPA 99. 
(7) Proportioning air systems in accordance with NFPA 99. 
(8) Medical-surgical vacuum systems in accordance with of NFPA 99. 
(9) Waste anesthetic gas disposal systems (WAGDs) in accordance with NFPA 99. 
(10) Instrument air compressor systems in accordance with NFPA 99. {NFPA 99:5.3.3.5} 

MedicalïSurgical Vacuum 
Systems 

1326.4 1326.4 
Update to code requirements and 
NFPA location  

Accept Change    

1326.4 MedicalïSurgical Vacuum Systems. Category 3 systems shall comply with Section 1307.3 through Section 1309.13 and Section 1312.0 through Section 1313.5, 
except as follows: 
(1) Medicalïsurgical vacuum systems shall be permitted to be simplex. 
(2) The facility staff shall develop an emergency plan to deal with the loss of medicalïsurgical vacuum. 
(3) Emergency electrical service shall conform to the requirements of Section 6.6 of NFPA 99 and NFPA 70. [NFPA 99:5.3.3.7] 

Warning Systems 1326.8 1326.8 
Updated to 1st requirement and 
new NFPA location 

Accept Change    



1326.8 Warning Systems. Warning systems associated with Category 3 systems shall provide the master, area, and local alarm functions of a Category 1 system as 
required in Section 1317.0, except as follows: 
(1) Warning systems shall be permitted to be a single alarm panel (i.e., a combination master/area alarm panel). 
(2) The alarm panel shall be located in an area of continuous surveillance while the facility is in operation. 
(3) Pressure and vacuum switches/sensors shall be mounted at the source equipment with a pressure indicator at the master alarm panel. 
(4) Electrical power for warning systems shall be in accordance with Section 6.6 of NFPA 99 for Category 3 and Category 4 spaces. [NFPA 99:5.3.9] 

Emergency Shutoff Valves 
(Oxygen and Nitrous Oxide 

1327.2 1327.2 Update to include all category 2 Accept Change    

1327.2 Emergency Shutoff Valves (Oxygen and Nitrous Oxide). 
(1) All Category 2 medical gas systems shall have an emergency shutoff valve accessible from all use-point locations in an emergency. 
(2) Where a central medical gas supply system supplies two treatment facilities, each facility shall be provided with an emergency shutoff valve located in that treatment 
facility so as to be accessible from all use-point locations in an emergency. 
(3) Emergency shutoff valves shall be labeled to indicate the gas controlled by the shutoff valve and shall shut off only the gas to the treatment facility that they serve.  
(4) A remotely activated shutoff valve at a gas supply manifold shall not be used for emergency shutoff. For clinical purposes, such a remote valve actuator shall not fail-close 
in the event of loss of electric power. Where remote actuators are the type that fail-open, it shall be mandatory that cylinder shutoff valves be closed whenever the system is 
not in use. [NFPA 99:15.4.2.6.1 ï 15.4.2.6.4.2] 

Chapter 14 Firestop Protection 

 No Change 

Chapter 15 Alternative Water Sources for Nonpotable Applications 

 

Minimum Water Quality 
Requirements 

1501.7 1501.7 Update to reference location  Accept Change    

1501.7 Minimum Water Quality Requirements. The minimum water quality for alternate water source systems shall meet the applicable water quality requirements for the 
intended application as determined by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. In the absence of water quality requirements, for on-site treated nonpotable systems, the water 
quality requirements of IAPMO IGC 324 or NSF/ANSI 350 shall apply. Exception: Water treatment is not required for gray water used for subsurface irrigation. 

Separation Requirements 1502.4 1502.4 Updated code language  Accept Change    

1502.4 Separation Requirements. Underground alternate water source service piping other than gray water shall be separated from the building sewer in accordance with 

this code. Pipes carrying treated nonpotable water shall be permitted to be run or laid in the same trench as potable water pipes with a 12 inch (305 mm) minimum vertical 

and horizontal separation where both pipe materials are approved for use within a building. Where horizontal piping materials do not comply with this requirement, the 

minimum separation shall be increased to 60 inches (1524 mm). The potable water piping shall be installed at an elevation above the treated nonpotable water piping. 

Water Pressure 1505.5 1505.5 New Section  Accept Change    

1505.5 Water Pressure. Reclaimed (recycled) water systems supplying water to water closets, urinals, and trap primers shall be capable of delivering not less than 15 
pounds-force per square inch (psi) (103 kPa) residual pressure at the highest and most remote outlet served. Where the water pressure in the reclaimed water supply system 
within the building exceeds 80 psi (552 kPa), a pressure reducing valve reducing the pressure to 80 psi (552 kPa) or less to water outlets in the building shall be installed. 

Water Pressure 1506.5 1506.5 New Section Accept Change    

1506.5 Water Pressure. On-site treated non-potable water systems supplying water to water closets, urinals, and trap primers shall be capable of delivering not less than 15 

pounds-force per square inch (psi) (103 kPa) residual pressure at the highest and most remote outlet served. Where the water pressure in the on-site treated non-potable 

water supply system within the building exceeds 80 psi (552 kPa), a pressure reducing valve reducing the pressure to 80 psi (552 kPa) or less to water outlets in the building 

shall be installed. 

On-Site Treated Non-potable 
Water Devices and Systems 

1506.8 1506.8 
Update to code and new Reference 
location  

Accept Change    

1506.8 On-Site Treated Non-potable Water Devices and Systems. Devices or equipment used to treat on-site treated nonpotable water to maintain the minimum water 
quality requirements determined by the Authority Having Jurisdiction shall be listed and labeled (third-party certified) by a listing agency (accredited conformity assessment 
body) or approved for the intended application. Devices or equipment used to treat on-site treated nonpotable water for use in the water closet and urinal flushing, surface 
irrigation, and similar applications shall comply with IAPMO IGC 324, NSF/ANSI 350 or approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 



Chapter 16 Nonpotable Rainwater Catchment Systems 

 

General 1602.1 1602.1 New Reference location Accept Change    

1602.1 General. The installation, construction, alteration, and repair of rainwater catchments systems intended to supply uses such as water closets, urinals, trap primers for 
floor drains and floor sinks, irrigation, industrial processes, water features, cooling tower makeup and other uses shall be approved by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 
Rainwater catchment systems for collecting precipitation from rooftops shall comply with ARCSA/ASPE/ANSI 63. 

Rainwater Catchment 
Collection Surfaces 

1603.4 1603.3 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.3 Rainwater Catchment Collection Surfaces. Rainwater shall be collected from roof surfaces or other manmade, aboveground collection surfaces. 

Other Surfaces. 1603.4.1 1603.3.1 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.3.1 Other Surfaces. Natural precipitation collected from surface water runoff, vehicular parking surfaces, or manmade surfaces at or below grade shall be in 
accordance with the stormwater requirements for on-site treated nonpotable water systems in Section 1506.0. 

Prohibited Discharges 1603.4.2 1603.3.2 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.3.2 Prohibited Discharges. Overflows and bleed-off pipes from roof-mounted equipment and appliances shall not discharge onto roof surfaces that are intended to 
collect rainwater without prior approval from the Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

Minimum Water Quality 1603.5 1603.4 New Reference location Accept Change    

1603.4 Minimum Water Quality. The minimum water quality for harvested rainwater shall meet the applicable water quality requirements for the intended applications as 

determined by the Authority Having Jurisdiction. In the absence of water quality requirements determined by the Authority Having Jurisdiction, the minimum treatment and 

water quality shall be in accordance with Table 1603.4, IAPMO IGC 324 or NSF/ANSI 350. 

Exception: No treatment is required for rainwater used for subsurface or nonsprinkled surface irrigation where the maximum storage volume is less than 360 gallons (1363 
L). 



MINIMUM WATER QUALITY 
TABLE 
1603.5 

TABLE 
1603.4 

Moved Location Accept Change    

 

Rainwater Storage Tanks 1603.6 1603.5 New Reference location Accept Change    

1603.5 Rainwater Storage Tanks. Rainwater storage tanks shall comply with IAPMO/ANSI Z1002 and be installed in accordance with Section 1603.6 through Section 
1603.12. 

Location 1603.7 1603.6 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.6 Location. Rainwater storage tanks shall be permitted to be installed above or below grade. 



Above Grade 1603.8 1603.7 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.7 Above Grade. Above grade, storage tanks shall be of an opaque material, approved for aboveground use in direct sunlight or shall be shielded from direct sunlight. 
Tanks shall be installed in an accessible location to allow for inspection and cleaning. The tank shall be installed on a foundation or platform that is constructed to 
accommodate loads in accordance with the building code. 

Below Grade 1603.9 1603.8 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.8 Below Grade. Rainwater storage tanks installed below grade shall be structurally designed to withstand anticipated earth or other loads. Holding tank covers shall be 
capable of supporting an earth load of not less than 300 pounds per square foot (lb/ft2) (1465 kg/m2) where the tank is designed for underground installation. Below grade 
rainwater tanks installed underground shall be provided with manholes. The manhole opening shall be not less than 20 inches (508 mm) in diameter and located not less than 
4 inches (102 mm) above the surrounding grade. The surrounding grade shall be sloped away from the manhole. Underground tanks shall be ballasted, anchored, or 
otherwise secured, to prevent the tank from floating out of the ground where empty. The combined weight of the tank and hold down system shall meet or exceed the 
buoyancy force of the tank. 

Drainage and Overflow 1603.10 1603.9 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.9 Drainage and Overflow. Rainwater storage tanks shall be provided with a means of draining and cleaning. The overflow drain shall not be equipped with a shutoff 
valve. The overflow outlet shall discharge in accordance with this code for storm drainage systems. Where discharging to the storm drainage system, the overflow drain shall 
be protected from backflow of the storm drainage system by a backwater valve or other approved method. 

Overflow Outlet Size 1603.10.1 1603.9.1 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.9.1 Overflow Outlet Size. The overflow outlet shall be sized to accommodate the flow of the rainwater entering the tank and not less than the aggregate cross-sectional 
area of inflow pipes. 

Opening and Access 
Protection 

1603.11 1603.10 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.10 Opening and Access Protection. Rainwater tank openings shall be protected to prevent the entrance of insects, birds, or rodents into the tank. Rainwater tank 

access openings exceeding 12 inches (305 mm) in diameter shall be secured to prevent tampering and unintended entry by either a lockable device or other approved 

method. 

Marking 1603.12 1603.11 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.11 Marking. Rainwater tanks shall be permanently marked with the capacity and the language: ñNONPOTABLE RAINWATER.ò Where openings are provided to allow a 
person to enter the tank, the opening shall be marked with the following language: ñDANGER-CONFINED SPACE.ò 

Storage Tank Venting 1603.13 1603.12 Moved Location    

1603.12 Storage Tank Venting. Where venting using drainage or overflow piping is not provided or is considered insufficient, a vent shall be installed on each tank. The vent 

shall extend from the top of the tank and terminate not less than 6 inches (152 mm) above grade and shall be not less than 11ù2 inches (40 mm) in diameter. The vent 
terminal shall be directed downward and covered with a 3ù32 of an inch (2.4mm) mesh screen to prevent the entry of vermin and insects. 

Pumps 1603.14 1603.13 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.13 Pumps. Pumps serving rainwater catchment systems shall be listed. Pumps supplying water to water closets, urinals, and trap primers shall be capable of delivering 
not less than 15 pounds-force per square inch (psi) (103 kPa) residual pressure at the highest and most remote outlet served. Where the water pressure in the rainwater 
supply system within the building exceeds 80 psi (552 kPa), a pressure reducing valve reducing the pressure to 80 psi (552 kPa) or less to water outlets in the building shall 
be installed in accordance with this code. 

Roof Drains 1603.15 1603.14 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.14 Roof Drains. Primary and secondary roof drains, conductors, leaders, and gutters shall be designed and installed in accordance with this code. 



Water Quality Devices and 
Equipment 

1603.16 1603.15 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.15 Water Quality Devices and Equipment. Devices and equipment used to treat rainwater to maintain the minimum water quality requirements determined by the 
Authority Having Jurisdiction shall be listed or labeled (third party certified) by a listing agency (accredited conformity assessment body) and approved for the intended 
application. 

Freeze Protection 1603.17 1603.16 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.16 Freeze Protection. Tanks and piping installed in locations subject to freezing shall be provided with an approved means of freeze protection. 

Debris Removal. 1603.18 1603.17 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.17 Debris Removal. The rainwater catchment conveyance system shall be equipped with a debris excluder or other approved means to prevent the accumulation of 
leaves, needles, other debris and sediment from entering the storage tank. Devices or methods used to remove debris or sediment shall be accessible and sized and installed 
in accordance with manufacturerôs installation instructions. 

Required Filters 1603.19 1603.18 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.18 Required Filters. A filter permitting the passage of particulates not larger than 100 microns (100 ɛm) shall be provided for rainwater supplied to water closets, 
urinals, trap primers, and drip irrigation system. 

Roof Gutters 1603.20 1603.19 Moved Location Accept Change    

1603.19 Roof Gutters. Gutters shall maintain a minimum slope and be sized in accordance with Section 1103.3. 

Rainwater Diversion Valves (N/A) 1603.20 New Section Accept Change    

1603.20 Rainwater Diversion Valves. Rainwater diversion valves ranging from 2 inches (50 mm) through 4 inches (100 mm) in diameter shall comply with IAPMO PS 59. 

Rainwater diversion valves ranging from 6 inches (150 mm) to 12 inches (300 mm) in diameter shall comply with IAPMO IGC 352. Valves shall be accessible and include a 
filter located upstream of the valve when required. 



Chapter 17 Referenced Standards 

 The following standards were updated: 

REFERENCED STANDARDS TABLE 
1701.1 

TABLE 
1701.1 

Updated Reference standard location Accept Change    
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