CODE: 2021 Washington State Building Code
Section: 510.2 Horizontal building separation allowance

Assisted living facilities as licensed by the State of Washington are categorized as I-1 Condition 2
Occupancies per 2021 WSBC Section 308.2. There are specific provisions in 2021 WSBC 510.2 for the
horizontal building separation allowance to consider the upper and lower buildings separated by a 3-
hour horizontal assembly as separate and distinct buildings for the purpose of determining area
limitations, continuity of fire walls, limitation of number of stories and type of construction where the 7
conditions of that code section are met. Condition 5 currently states that the building or buildings above
the horizontal assembly shall be permitted to have Group A, B, M, R or S occupancies.

The 2021 WSBC does not specifically itemize Group I-1 Condition 2 Occupancies as allowed above the
horizontal assembly when utilizing the horizontal building separation allowance. Interestingly, the State
amendments add footnote i to WSBC Table 504.3 to allow the building height in feet above grade plane
for I-1 Condition 2 assisted living facilities to use the allowable height above grade plane for Group R-2
occupancies. Additionally, the State amendments add footnote i to WSBC Table 504.4 to allow the
number of stories above grade plane for I-1 Condition 2 assisted living facilities to use the allowable
number of stories for Group R-2 occupancies.

The State amendments also group the Group I-1 Condition 2 Occupancy with the R-1 and R-2
Occupancies when applying the stair enclosure pressurization increase in 2021 WSBC Section 504.4.1.

It seems the State did not amend 2021 WSBC Section 510.2 to allow the Group I-1 Condition 2
Occupancy above the horizontal assembly.

The State specifically allowed Group I-1 Condition 2 assisted living facilities above the horizontal
assembly in the 2nd printing (January 2021) of 2018 WSBC Section 510.2 in Condition 4 which states:
The building or buildings above the horizontal assembly shall be permitted to have multiple Group A
occupancy uses, each with an occupant load of less than 300, or Group B, Group I-1, Condition 2
licensed care facilities, M, R, or S occupancies. Interestingly, the Group I-1 Condition 2 Occupancy was
not included in the 1st printing (March 2020).

Evidently, the State went through a code change proposal to eliminate the limitation of 300 occupants
for the Group A Occupancies. When this code change was presented, however, it appears that it was to
the March 2020 version and not the January 2021 version.

Was it intentional that the State did not include Group I-1 Condition 2 assisted living facilities as an
allowable occupancy above the horizonal assembly when utilizing the horizontal building separation
allowance in 2021 WSBC Section 510.2?

Since the State allows Group I-1 Condition 2 assisted living facilities to utilize the height and number
of stories for Group R-2 Occupancies, if the Group I-1 Condition 2 occupancy was located at the
allowable height and number of stories above grade plane without counting the story height above
the horizontal assembly, but rather, to the stories above grade plane, would this meet the intent of
the footnotes in 2021 WSBC Table 504.3 and 504.4 regardless of whether the horizontal building
separation allowance was utilized for the rest of the building?



