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STATE BUILDING CODE OPINION   25-DEC01 
 
 
CODE: 2021 Washington State Energy Code Residential and Commercial 

provisions.  
SECTION: Section 505(in both codes) 
 
QUESTION 1: RCW 35A.21 and RCW Title 35A, which address the organization, powers, 

and governance of code cities to regulate optional municipal code 
provisions. RCW 19.27 or RCW 19.27A, which govern the State Building 
Code Act and related energy code requirements does not appear to be 
modifed by the RCW 35A revisions. The RCW section expressly prohibits 
jurisdictions from imposing current energy code requirements in cases 
where non-residential buildings are converted to residential use. Dos this 
update impact jurisdictions from enforcing current energy code provisions 
related to change of occupancy and change of space conditioning, as 
adopted by the SBCC, for conversions of existing buildings from non-
residential to residential uses? 

 
ANSWER: WA-Energy Code provisions adopted by the SBCC must be enforced by 

jurisdictions as required by the State Building Code Act, and restrictions 
codified in RCW 35A.21.440 (2) apply to energy code requirements that 
are beyond those adopted by the SBCC. 

  

 
SUPERSEDES:  None  
 
REQUESTED BY:  Washington Association of Building Officials 

 


