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1. Description & Rationale 
a. Summary of Current Baseline (without proposal): 

o The 2021 WA Building Code requires every dwelling to have 190 square feet of 
habitable space. 

 
b. Summary of Baseline with Changes: 

o The proposed change for the 2024 WA Building Code would reduce the 
required habitable space from 190 square feet to 120 square feet. 

 
c. Rationale Statement: 

o The SBCC was directed by the 2024 Washington Legislature and HB 2071 to 
create modifications to the International Building Code that would allow for a 
minimum dwelling unit size that is less than the requirements for an efficiency 
dwelling unit in the international building code. 

 
2. Economic Cost Analysis 

a. Construction Cost Impact: 
o Reducing the size from 190 to 120 sq. ft. directly reduces the material, labor, 

and land costs needed to build each unit. A 200 sq. ft. unit costs approximately 
$60,000–$80,000 in direct construction (assuming $300-$400/sq. ft.), which is 
significantly reduced at 120 sq. ft.. 

 
b. Implementation/Plan Review/Inspection Costs: 

o Plan checkers will encounter more units per floor, resulting in more complex 
egress, fire separation, and occupant load calculations. Time spent inspecting 
structural framing is reduced but increases with the need for meticulous review 
of interior layout compliance, and specialized MEP. 

 
c. Life-Cycle Costs: 

o Reducing the minimum habitable space requirement from 190 square feet to 
120 square feet in the Washington Building Code generally results in lower 
initial construction costs, lower operational costs, and increased land-use 
efficiency, thereby improving the total life cycle cost profile of the building.  

 
d. Other Costs: 

o No new fees or record-keeping burdens. 
 

3. Economic Benefit Analysis 
 

a. Direct Cost Savings: 
o Reduction from 190 square feet to 120 square feet represents a 36.8% 

reduction in mandatory minimum floor area, which directly correlates to 
lowered construction, land, and impact fee costs per unit, increasing the 
financial feasibility. 

 
b. Operational Benefits: 

o This shift allows developers to create "micro-units" without requiring variances, 
which reduces soft costs, streamlines permitting, and increases the total 
number of rentable units on a given site generating more income per square 
foot of the total building. 

 
c. Other Benefits:  



o Overall cost of living decreases for individuals, despite the higher price per 
square foot 

 
4. Small Business Economic Impact 

a. Small Business Categories Affected: 
o NAICS 236116: New Multifamily Housing Construction 
o NAICS 236117: New Housing For-Sale Builders 
o NAICS 236118: Residential Remodelers 
o NAICS 541310: Architectural Services 
o NAICS 541330: Engineering Services 
o NAICS 531110: Lessors of Residential Buildings and Dwellings 
o NAICS 531311: Residential Real Estate Property Managers 
o NAICS 238350: Finish Carpentry Contractors 
o NAICS 238220: Plumbing, Heating, and Air-Conditioning Contractor 
o NAICS 337110: Wood Kitchen Cabinet and Countertop Manufacturing 

 
b. Compliance Burden Comparison: 

o Reducing the minimum dwelling unit size from 190 square feet to 120 square 
feet in the Washington Building Code represents a reduction in the compliance 
burden for small businesses, primarily by increasing revenue potential per 
building and reducing the administrative hurdles associated with density 
restrictions. 

 
c. Potential Disproportion/Mitigation: 

o No disproportion: Smaller firms face the same administrative and permitting 
requirements as larger firms. 

 
5. Least Burdensome Alternative 

o The proposed changes are the least burdensome approach to reducing 
dwelling unit size to less than the 2021 code requirements for an efficiency 
dwelling unit. 

 
6. Conclusion/Recommendation 

o This appendix achieves the goals of the 2024 bill HB 2071. 
 


