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1. Description & Rationale 
a. Summary of Current Baseline (without proposal): 

o Current code requirements limit the use of a single exit to one basement level 
and up to 3 stories above grade plane. Up to four dwelling units with a 
maximum 125 foot exit access trave distance are allowed per floor.  

 
b. Summary of Baseline with Changes: 

o The new appendix creates an alternative allowing a single exit to be used for 
up to 6 stories above grade plane for R-2 apartment buildings. 

 
c. Rationale Statement: 

o The SBCC was directed by the 2023 Washington Legislature and SB 5491 to 
create modifications to the International Building Code that would allow for a 
single exit stairway to serve multifamily residential structures up to six stories 
above grade plane.  

 
2. Economic Cost Analysis 

a. Construction Cost Impact: 
o Single Stair Construction brings cost savings of 6-13% as compared to Two-

Stair layouts. 
 

b. Implementation/Plan Review/Inspection Costs: 
o The use of this appendix is not anticipated to increase plan review or 

inspection costs. Local jurisdictions will need to train staff in the use of the new 
appendix 

 
c. Life-Cycle Costs: 

o While construction is cheaper, single-stair buildings require more costly fire 
safety systems to operate over their lifespan, including enhanced sprinklers, 
fire alarm panels, and pressurized stairway systems. 

 
d. Other Costs: 

o Without the need for a second stairway or a long corridor connecting them, 
floor plates are more efficient, allowing for more rentable or salable square 
footage per floor. 

 
3. Economic Benefit Analysis 

 
a. Direct Cost Savings: 

o By eliminating the need for a second stairwell, developers can create more 
compact buildings. This increases the number of small, urban lots where 
housing can be constructed, making housing more plentiful and thus 
affordable. Smaller buildings also mean reduced construction costs, bringing 
housing prices down even further. 

 
b. Operational Benefits: 

o The creation of a statewide appendix results in more wide spread consistency 
for the use of Single Exits for the State of Washington. 

 
c. Other Benefits:  

o The appendix supports emerging trends to develop more middle housing.  
 

4. Small Business Economic Impact 



a. Small Business Categories Affected: 
o NAICS 236116: New Multifamily Housing Construction 
o NAICS 236117: New Housing For-Sale Builders 
o NAICS 236220: Commercial and Institutional Building Construction 
o NAICS 541310: Architectural Services 
o NAICS 541330: Engineering Services 

 
b. Compliance Burden Comparison: 

o Small builders and designers benefit from consistent requirements across the 
state, reducing preparation burden and costs. 

 
c. Potential Disproportion/Mitigation: 

o No disproportion: requirements apply all uniformly. 
 

5. Least Burdensome Alternative 
a. This proposal is the least burdensome approach. The new appendix creates a pathway to 

achieve the goals of legislative direction, while adding consistency and clarity across the 
state.  

 
 

6. Conclusion/Recommendation 
o This appendix achieves the goals of the 2023 bill SB 5491. 


