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1. Description & Rationale 
a. Summary of Current Baseline (without proposal): 

o Currently the Building Code is silent on the topic of Emergency Shelters. It 
allows local jurisdictions to act in emergent situations, but requirements vary 
from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. 

 
b. Summary of Baseline with Changes: 

o The new appendix creates a pathway for consistent requirements across the 
state. The new appendix address village style emergency housing 
encampments utilizing temporary tents and structures and also addresses 
temporary use of existing buildings for emergency housing.  

 
c. Rationale Statement: 

o The SBCC was directed by the 2023 Washington Legislature and SB 5553 to 
adopt standards for temporary emergency shelters and make them available 
for local adoption. The appendix created is not a mandatory adoption for local 
jurisdictions but is available for them to adopt upon notification of the SBCC.  

 
2. Economic Cost Analysis 

a. Construction Cost Impact: 
o Cost Reduction:  Jurisdictions utilizing this appendix may allow different types 

of emergency housing depending on the local circumstance. Costs for differing 
typologies vary widely. Overall, having a pathway to make allowances for 
relaxed requirements and alternate methods is anticipated to reduce 
construction costs when compared to full building code compliance. 

 
b. Implementation/Plan Review/Inspection Costs: 

o Some jurisdictions in Washington already have programs in place for 
temporary housing.  The fees and inspections costs will be set by local 
jurisdictions adopting this appendix. Costs are not quantifiable because this 
appendix is not mandatory. 

 
c. Life-Cycle Costs: 

o Life-Cycle costs differ across the typologies represented in the new appendix. 
The creation of the appendix does not impact already existing lifecycle costs 
for temporary housing.  

 
d. Other Costs: 

o No additional special reporting, record-keeping, or compliance costs are 
created. Local jurisdictions will develop their own administrative procedure. 

 
3. Economic Benefit Analysis 

 
a. Direct Cost Savings: 

o This emergency appendix allows for specialized, simplified standards for 
village style emergency housing encampments utilizing temporary tents and 
structures and the use of existing buildings for temporary emergency housing. 
It reduces the need for expensive, permanent building materials and complex 
systems and upgrades for existing buildings. 

 
b. Operational Benefits: 



o An established pathway for emergency housing designs reduces administrative 
processing time and associated fees for local governments and developers, 
increasing the availability of units during a crisis. 

 
c. Other Benefits:  

o These provisions allow for smaller minimum floor areas and other reduced 
requirements in temporary settings, lowering the per-unit construction expense. 

 
4. Small Business Economic Impact 

a. Small Business Categories Affected: 
o NAICS 236220: Commercial and Institutional Building Construction 
o NAICS 541310: Architectural Services 
o NAICS 541330: Engineering Services 
o NAICS 321991: Manufactured Home Manufacturing 

 
b. Compliance Burden Comparison: 

o Small businesses benefit from clear consistent requirements available for 
jurisdictions to implement across the state.  

 
c. Potential Disproportion/Mitigation: 

o No disproportion: clear guidance benefits all uniformly. 
 

5. Least Burdensome Alternative 
a. This proposal is the least burdensome approach, The new appendix creates a pathway to 

achieve the goals of legislative direction, while adding consistency and clarity across the 
state.  

 
6. Conclusion/Recommendation 

a. This appendix achieves the goals of the 2023 bill SB 5553. 


