
Several SBCC members that had comments regarding the embodied carbon appendix 
exchanged email on potential changes to the Option 1 amendments discussed at the 7/21 
work session.  The Option 1 Amendment 1 Revision 2 reflects those comments and 
discussion. 

Here is a summary of changes proposed for discussion since last work session: 

1. Roger Herringa has suggested the following clarifications on the definition for 
covered project in Section 102: 
 

Roger Herringa proposal for 8/4 work session 

Covered project. A project where the combination of new 

construction, additions, and alternations totals [INSERT 

50,000 OR 100,000] gross square feet or larger. Additions and 

alternations less than [INSERT 50,000 OR 100,000] gross 

square feet are not covered projects.  

 

Language based on CLF comments discussed on 7/21 work session 

Covered project. A project where the combination of new 

construction and additions to an existing building, and work 

area of alteration totals [INSERT 50,000 OR 100,000] gross 

square feet or larger. Additions less than [INSERT 50,000 OR 

100,000] gross square feet and alterations are not covered 

projects.  

 

Original language released for public comment 

A new building or structure, or an addition to an existing 

building or structure, [INSERT 50,000 OR 100,000] gross square 

feet or larger; or an alteration that impacts a work area of 

[INSERT 50,000 OR 100,000] gross square feet or larger. 
 

2. Vikram Sami suggests removing the 100% option from the product compliance 
pathway 

S103.23 Product compliance pathway. Covered projects shall 

submit include data from product-specific EPDs Type III 

environmental product declarations, which cover the cradle-

to-gate phase or life cycle modules A1 through A3, for all 

covered products per Table Section S103.23.1. The product 

compliance pathway construction documents shall calculate 

include calculation of the global warming potential (GWP) 

of the total mass or volume of the covered products by 

multiplying the mass or volume of each product by the GWP 



from that product’s EPD, and summing the total across the 

project. The calculations shall demonstrate that the total 

GWP an total is no more less than [INSERT 80, OR 90, OR 

100, 120, OR 175] percent of the sum of the applicable GWP 

values from Table S103.23.1, for the same total mass or 

volume of the covered products. The calculation shall 

include the following:  

3. Roger Herringa suggests adding 70% as an option for the Whole Building 
Compliance Pathway in Section 103.3: 
 
Absolute reduction requirement. The embodied carbon 

intensity global warming potential of the proposed building 

shall be no more less than [INSERT 100, 90, OR 80, OR 70] 

percent of 102 lbCO2e/square feet (500 kgCO2e/m
2). 

Relative reduction requirement. The embodied carbon 

intensity global warming potential (GWP) of the proposed 

building shall be less no more than [INSERT 100, 90, or 80, 

OR 70] percent of the embodied carbon intensity GWP of a 

functionally equivalent baseline reference building. The 

baseline reference building shall be of the same size, 

geographic location, and thermal performance as the 

proposed building, and shall be functionally equivalent per 

ASTM E2921-22. The products and product quantities in the 

proposed building and the baseline reference building are 

permitted to vary. The same LCA tool(s) or software shall 

be used to complete the whole building life cycle 

assessment for both the baseline building reference and 

proposed building designs. 

4. Roger Herringa suggests the following language in the Building Reuse Compliance 
Pathway in Section 103.4: 

Roger Herringa proposed language 

S103.45 Building reuse compliance pathway. A covered project 

that includes an alteration that maintains 45% of an existing 

structure calculated per Section 103.5.1. 
 

Language based on CLF comments discussed at 7/21 work session 



S103.45 Building reuse compliance pathway. An alteration 

shall retain no less than a combined 45 percent, as calculated 

per Section S103.5.1, of the existing building's primary and 

secondary structural frame and exterior wall envelope as part 

of the work area. An addition to a building or structure that 

also includes an alteration, where the addition and work area 

of the alteration have a combined area of [INSERT 50,000 OR 

100,000] gross square feet or larger, is permitted to use 

this compliance pathway. 

 

At the 7/21 work session, Roger Herringa and others discussed adding Cross Laminated 
Timber to the Covered Products Table.  Meghan Lewis from CLF responded with the GWP 
value from their 2025 report to add to Table 103.1.  This is incorporated into Option 1 
Amendment 2 Revision 2: 
 

Structural Word Products Cross laminated timber 134 kg CO2e/m3 

 

 


